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Florida, than any other harbor. It is surrounded 


py large forests, which have not been culled and | 


jestroyed, as those on the Savannah river have 
eas There was at one time a large ,timber 
trade there, but it has decreased, and is still 
further decreasing. The export of timber was 
for many years down the Savannah river, but it 
has lessened as the timber has disappeared; and 
it would disappear anywhere else where it had 
been cut toa great extent for many years. 
There are two hundred or three hundred miles 
from the coast intercepted by noble rivers for 
lumber, as cood as we want—the Altamaha, with 


been. 


its two branches, the Oconee and the Ocmulgee, 
which penetrate large forests of oak and pine, the | 
A canal of twelve | 


best on the face of the earth, 
miles in length, connecting the Altamaha with 
Prunswick harbor, is nearly finished. ‘To the 
south are immense timber countries, penetrated 
by these railroads, and by the Saint Mary’s river. 
Then there is the Saint John’s river, in Florida, 
for which Brunswick is the nearest harbor. In- 
deed, you can go from Brunswick to St. John’s 


river by inland navigation, without going to sea | 


at all. Thus you command the whole reserva- 


tions of timber on the St. John’s river, in the | 


State of Florida. 


Then Brunswick is connecting itself with Pen- | 


sacola, surrounded by the finest timber forests in 


the world, connecting itself with the great gran- | 


aries of the West by adirect and the most speedy 
of modern communication. It presents every 
advantage over Port Royal, which is inaccessible 
and always will be, see by water. It is not 
backed by any considerable country. It is not 
in the line of commerce. The connection to the 
great West is with Charleston or with Savannah, 
not with Port Royal. There is no communica- 
tion now tending there—neither commerce nor a 
tendency to commerce, nor any effort to carry it 
there—none that lever heard of. There has been 
a project to connect Savannah and Charleston by 
arailroad that may run along the shore within 
fifteen miles, but may not run within forty miles 
of Beaufort. ‘There is not even an effort to direct 
commerce in that channel. The only effect of 
keeping it before the Senate, I fear, will be to 
distract us, and prevent the country from obtain- 
ing a naval depotata good and convenient place— 
in fact, the best place. 

This is not a novel project. It has not been 
sprung suddenly on the Senate. Two years ago, 
when I called the attention of the Government to 
this matter, I did not introduce a bill or resolution 
for Brunswick alone; but I introduced a resolu- 
tion calling on the present Secretary of the Navy 
to have the southern harbors surveyed, and send 
us all the facts, pointing out the best port for the 
establishment of a navy-yard or depot on the 
southern coast. 
wick. The call for information went to the proper 
Department; it was not for a private bill; it was 
not to benefit particular individuals; the resolu- 
tion did not even designate this port; but I called 


on the Secretary of the Navy to point us out the | 


best place. Admitting the necessity of such an 
establishment on the southern coast, I asked him 
to designate the point, and Brunswick was 
selected. 

We have all the information which any com- 
mittee can give us. The bill has passed one branch 
of the Legislature, and we are ready now to act 
upon it. Unless the committee can tell us that 


there are some other elements besides the six to | 


which I have alluded, we have all the information 
we can get. We have it from ourskillful agents, 
Sent to make examinations unde¥ our own rules. 


f the committeé can pret us out any other ele- 
in selecting a site for a 
yield to their demand; not 


ments to be consulte 
havy-yard, I will 


otherwise, 


Mr. BIGGS. 


against what ap 
Port Royal and 


the southern coast. I regret very much t 
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The result is this bill for Bruns- | 


THURSDAY, JANUARY 22, 1857. 
tion by one of the Senators who has addressed 
the Chair. I desire to investigate this matter 
| upon general national considerations, and my at- | 
tention has been directed to it with that view. It 
might be very well anticipated by the Senator 
from South Carolina that there are other points 
|, besides the two which have been alluded to, 
which are entitled to consideration if we estab- 
|| lish a naval depot. There is the port of Beau- 
fort, North Carolina, which was suggested for 
this purpose before Beaufort, South Carolina, was | 
talked about. When we make a question as to 
the propriety of establishing a naval depot in | 
North Carolina, we are met by a board of naval 
officers with a report that we do not need any | 
naval depot at all. 

I wish to call the attention of the Senate to a | 
report of that board of oflicers in regard to this 
particular question. An inquiry was made by 
the Senate, as to whether Beaufort, North Caro- 
lina, was not an eligible point for a naval depot, 
and it was referred to Commodores C. Morris, 
W. H. Shubrick, and Joseph Smith, distin- 
guished naval officers, and they report that— 





and two naval stations; that they are all kept in a state of 
necessary improvement and repair, and, in the opinion of 
|| the undersigned, are amply suflicient to meet the wants on 
|| the Atlantic coast of a mueb larger naval foree than has 
yet been authorized. It would not, therefore, in our opin- 
ion, be advantageous to tie United States at this'time to 
increase the naval depots for supplies, by establishing one 
at Beaufort, North Carolina.”’ 


|| This is the answer we got to an inquiry in 


|| regard to this point, from a board of naval offi- | 


cers, that we have sufficient naval depots already, 
and that there is not one necessary at all upon 
the southern coast. 


think most eligible on the southern coast fora 
| naval depot, notwithstanding what has been said 
|in regard to Brunswick, Georgia, and Beaufort, 
South Carolina. We are now met with 
proposition to establish oné at Brunswick, and 
we are pointed to surveys and examinations 
| made twenty years ago. I have called the atten- 
tion of the Senate to examinations made at a 
|| more recent period. I may be charged with 
|| being opposed to this port, because I prefer Beau- 
| fort, North Carolina; yet | am placed in this sit- 
| uation: with this report of these naval officgrs 


|| tween Port Royal, South Carolina, and Bruns- 
|| wick, Georgia, | am compelled to vote fora com- 
mitment of the bill to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, that they may examine into all these 
places — not confine themselves to an examina- 
| tion of two points, but extend the examination 

to all other points eligible for a naval depot on 


|| sacola. 

|| A great deal has been said in regard to Port 
| Royal and Brunswick. I do not propose at all 
| to trouble the Senate with reading more than two 
or three extracts in regard to the point to which 
I wish to call the attention of the Senate, and 
which I desire may be examined by the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs as well as the points to 


|} and about which there seems to be a contest be- 


South Carolina and Georgia. It is admitted on 
all hands that neither of these ports has sufficient 
capacity of water for ships of the largest size. 





| I understand, is seventeen feet, which is the mean 
|| depth at low water. 
|| report made in regard to Beaufort in North Car- 
|| oliua, and I shall be gratified if, in this contro- 
|| versy, the wishes of my friend from South Car- 
|, olina could be carried out; that is, that as there 
|| seems to be a contest between other ports, and as 


, I do not rise for the purpose of || this seems to be the most eligible point, they 
prolonging this debate, but to enter my protest 
ars to be a contest between 
runswick for a naval depot on 
, frat an 
allusion has been made to this as a sectional ques- 


should agree on Beaufort, North Carolina. It is 


| equal in capacity as far as water is concerned. 


| Then I wish to call attention to another im- 
|| portant element that ought to enter into the de- 
|) termination of this question—defense. At this 
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'| point there is already a fortification that is ample 


“There are, at this time, eight navy-yards and depots, | 


This put an extinguisher on | 
| our proposition to establish one at the point we | 


this | 


before me, and this controversy going on be- | 


the southern coast, from Chesapeake Bay to Pen- || 


|, which allusion has been made in the argument, || 


tween the gentlemen representing the States of | 


The extent of the water in either of those ports, | 


I wish to cail attention to a | 
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to command the work against any attack that can 
be made by an enemy. Fort Macon stands there 
in a position fully competent to resist an attack 
made by an enemy. 

But in addition to what has been urged asa 
reason why these other points should be consid- 
ered and selected, we have what it seems to me 
will fall with much foree on the mind of every 
person to whom it is addressed—we have sufhi- 
cient materials in the back country, and then we 
have a railroad independent of the interior water 
navigation which connects it with the navy-yard 
at Norfolk, Virginia. We have now in process 
of construction a railroad from Beaufort, North 
Carolina, connecting it with all the chain of rail- 
roads to the Mississippi river, and that railroad 
will soon be constructed. What is more import- 
ant is, that we connect the railra@d with a chain 
of railroads that will tap the most valuable coal 
region that is known in any of the States of this 
Confederacy, which is an important desideratum 
it seems to me, so far as a naval depot is con- 
cerned; and we shall have an ample supply of 
coal for the navies and commerce of the world. 
if 1 understand the reports made on this subject, 
in North Carolina is found the most valuable coal 
that has ever been discovered on the American 
continent. 

Mr. STUART. Allow me to interrupt my 
friend. It is evident, from the number of Sena- 
tors who desire to speak on this question, that 

| we cannot get a vote on it to-day; and if he is 
willing, | will move an adjournment. 

| Mr. BIGGS. Lam willing to agree to that. 

| Mr. SLIDELL. I wish to move an executive 

session. 

Mr. STUART. We can do that, and let this 

question remain as the unfinished business. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
| On motion of Mr. SLIDELL, the Senate pro- 


| ceeded to the consideration of executive business; 
|| and after some time spent therein, the doors were 
reopened, and the Senate adjourned. 


| 





| 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
| 


‘Tuespay, January 20, 1857. 

The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain of the Senate, Rev. Stepuen FP, 
Hit. 

| The Journal of yesterday was read and approved 
| The SPEAKER stated that reports relating to 
| 


territorial business were specially the order of the 
day. 


WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 
On motion of Mr. GREENWOOD, it was 


| Ordered, That the clerk of the Court of Claims be re- 
|| quested to return the papers in the case of Dent, Vantine 
| & Co., for reference to a committee of the House. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
| munication from the Secretary of the Treasury 
| recommending additional appropriations for 
taking testimony for the Court of Claims; which 
was referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a statement of the Postmaster General 
of fines, deductions, &c., in that Department, 
| in 1855-56; which was laid on the table, and 
|| ordered to be printed. 


BILLS REPORTED, ETC. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, from the 


Committee on Commerce, reported back House 
| bill (No. 748) authorizing the construction of a 
| public building at St. Paul, Minnesota Territory; 
which was referred to the Committee of the 
| Whole on the state of the Union, and ordered to 
| be printed, ; 
| Mr. GROW, from the Committee on Territo- 
| ries, reported back, with an amendment in the 
| nature of a substitute, a bill (H. R. No. 640) to 
| complete the Capitol building at Omaha City, in 
i) the Territory of Nebraska, and for securing to 
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said Territory the square on which said Capitol 
building is being erected, and for other purposes; 
which was referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, and ordered to 
be printed. 


LAND LAWS EAST OF CASCADE MOUNTAINS. 


Mr. GROW, from the same committee, also 
reported back a bill extending the land laws east 
of the Cascade Mountains, in Oregon and Wash- 
ington Territories. 

The bill was read. It extends the existing laws 
relating to the suryey and disposal of public lands 
in the Territories of Washington and Oregon, 
west of the Cascade range of mountains, to the 
lands lying east of said mountains, within said 
Territory. 

Mr. GROW. There is nothing in this bill 
except the extending of these land laws, and I 
presume there will be no objection to dispose of 
itnow. Task that it be put upon its passage. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time; and being engrossed, it was read 
the third time, and passed. 

CLERKS OF UNITED STATES COURTS. 

Mr. GRO Wealso, from the same committee, 
reported back a bill (HI. R. No. 623) authorizing 
the setldement of the accounts of the clerks of 
the United States courts in Oregon and Wash- 
ington Territories. 

The bill was read. It authorizes the account- 
ing officers of the Treasury to adjust and settle 
the accounts of the clerks of the several counties 
in Oregon and Washington Territories, appointed 
by the United States judges as clerks of the Uni- 
ted States courts. 

Mr.GROW. The law authorizing the ap- 
pointment of elerks in Washington and Oregon 
‘Territories provides that the judges shall appoint 
a clerk, The Comptroller of the Treasury, in 
construing that law, refuses to qudit the accounts 
of more than one clerk in the district. There 
being but one clerk in the district when these 
courts first sat, it was necessary for him to travel 
with the court with the minutes and records, 
crossing streams and traversing mountains, by 
which the papers were subject to be lost. The 
court then appointed a clerk in each of these 
counties, with a fixed office. ‘This bill author- 
izes the accounting officers to settle with each of 
these clerks in his district, the same as the Comp- 
troller now setdes with one. ‘That is all the pro- 


vision of the bill, and 1 ask that it be put upon | 


its 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time; and being engrossed, it was read 
the third time, and passed. 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT. 

Several messages in writing were received from 
the President of the United States, by Sipwry 
Wensrenr, his Private Secretary. 

Also, a message informing the House that the 
President has approved and signed a resolution 
and bills of the following titles: 

Joint resolution in favor of J. W. Nye; 

An act to authorize the Postmaster General to 
execute a contract with Messrs. Garman, Wigle, 
and Benford, for carrying the mail from Cumber- 
land, Maryland, to Greensburg, Pennsylvania; 

An act for the relief of Charles Denman; 

An act making appropriations for the payment 
of invalid and other pensions of the United States 
for the year ending 30th June, 1858; and 

An act for the relief of Joseph White. 


FURTHER REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


On motion of Mr. GROW, it was 

Ordered, That the Committee on Territories be discharged 
from the further consideration of a bill (H.R. No. 709) for 
a further appropriation and forthe completion of the terri- 
torial road now being constructed from opposite Council 
Blutls, lowa, to New Fort Kearny, and that the same be 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


On motion of Mr. GROW, it was 

Ordered, That the Committee on Territories be discharged 
from the further consideration of joint resolutions of the 
Territory of Washington, relative to increase of per diem 
of members of the Legislature, and a continuation of the 
geclogical survey of Washington Territory, and that the 
same be laid on the tabie. 


Mr. QUITMAN, from the Committee on Mil- , 


passage. 


itary Affairs, reported back a bill (H.R. No. |) 


431) to authorize the Secretary of War to settle 
and adjust the expenses incurred in defending 
the frontier settléments of .Nebraska against the 
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Indians during the year 1855, with an amendment 
in the nature of a substitute; said bill and amend+ 
ment were referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, and, with the 
accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 

Mr. PURVIANCE, from the Committee on 
Territories, reported back, with the recommend- 
ation that it do pass, a bill (H. R. No. 641) for 
the construction of a road in the Territory of 
Nebraska; which was referred to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, and, with 
the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 

Mr. P. also, from the same committee, reported 
a bill (11. R. No. 710) for the construction of a 


wagon road from the South Pass of the Rocky | 


Mountains, in Nebraska Territory, via Great Salt 
Lake valley, to Honey Lake nie, on the east- 
ern portion of the State of California, with the 
recommendation that it do pass; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, and, with the accompanying 
report, ordered to be printed. 

Mr. MORRILL, from the Committee on Ter- 
ritories, reported a bill to establish a separate 
judicial district south of the Gila, and to create 
the office of surveyor general therein, to provide 
for the adjudication of certain land claims, to 
grant donations to actual settlers, to survey cer- 
tain lands, to provide for the representation of 


the inhabitants of the Gadsden Purchase in the | 


Territorial Legislature of New Mexico, and for 
other purposes; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, and, with the accompany - 
ing report, ordered to be printed. 


On motion of Mr. MORRILL, it was 

Ordered, That the Committee on Territories be discharged 
from the further consideration of the memorial and proceed- 
ings of the people of Arizonia, praying for the organization 
of a new Territory, and that the same be laid on the table. 

Mr. MORRILL, from the Committee on Ter- 
ritories, reported back a bill (H. R. No. 328) to 
change the eastern boundary of the State of Cal 
ifornia, with the recommendation that it do not 
pass; which was laid on the table, and the accom- 
panying report ordered to be printed. 

Mr. M. also, from the same committee, made 


an adverse report on the petition and papers | 


praying for the annexation of Carson Valley to 
California; which was laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. PRINGLE, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, reported a bill authorizing the appoint- 
ment of a superintendent of Indian affairs for the 
Territory of New Mexico, and for other purposes; 
which was read a first and second time, referred 
to@he Conimittee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, and, with the accompanying report, 
ordered to be printed, 

On motion of Mr. FAULKNER, it was 

Ordered, That the Committee on Military Affairs be dis- 


charged from the further consideration of a bill (H. R. No. 
621) making appropriations for the payment ofghe militia 


called into service by acting Governor Messervy for the | 


suppression of Indian hostilities in the Territory of New 
Mexico in 1854; and that the same be Jaid on the table. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 
A message was received from the Senate, by 
Mr. Dickins, its Secretary, notifying the House 
that the Senate had passed an act making appro- 


priations for the consular and diplomatic expenses | 


of the Gbvernment, for the year ending 30th 
June, 1858, with several amendments; in which 
he was directed to ask the concurrence of the 
House. 


EXPENSES OF INDIAN HOSTILITIES IN ORE- | 


GON AND WASHINGTON. 


Mr. FAULKNER. Mr. recent I am also 
directed by the Committee on Military Affairs to 
ask that that committee be discharged from the 


further consideration of a bill (H. R. No. 698) || 
providing for paying the awards of the commis- | 


sioners appointed by the Secretary of War, under 
the eleventh section of the act of Congress ap- 
proved August 18, 1856, entitled ** An act making 
appropriations for certain civil expenses of the 


| Government for the year ending the 30th of June, 


1857.’’ In making this report, the committee do 
not wish to be understood as expressing any 
opinion against the payment of volunteers called 
out in Oregon and Washington. At the last ses- 


| sion a law was passed directing the Secretary of 


OBE. 












Januar 

- ae y 20, 

'| War to make an examination into this mau. 
and authorizing him to apne for that pur 
acommissiop of three officers, to go to Oregon 


and Washington. We have neither their re 


tter, 


/nor any report from the Secretary. Therein 
itis deemed that action would, at this time . 
’ 


premature. 2 
Mr. LANE. Iask, and earnestly request th 
. » ne 
favorable attention of the House to the few re 
marks I have to submit upon the action of é 
. aiiee : . e 
enn on Military Affairs in reference to this 
_ I may be permitted to remark that I am not a 
little surprised at the decision rendered by the 
committee upon this question. The people of 
Oregon and Washington Territories deserve bes. 
ter treatment. They ave American citizens, ang 
live upon American soil, and therefore expect and 
are entitled to the defense and protection of oy, 
Government; and are justly entitled to pay for 
services and expenses incurred in defending the 
| settlements from the tomahawk and scalping. 
knife of the merciless savage. 
| This bill, so summarily condemned by the com. 
| mittee, authorizes the Secretary of War to pay 
such claims as may be allowed by a board of com. 
missioners, who were appointed under an aot 
passed by Congress during the last session 
authorizing him to appoint such board to examine 
and report upon the claims of the people for ser. 
vices and expenses so incurred in defense of their 
homes and firesides, if, in his judgment, the 
awards so reported by the commissioners should 
be deemed by him just and proper. 
The committee appointed by the Seeretary of 
War, under the provisions of this act, is com- 
|, posed of two distinguished Army officers and 
| one civilian, whose capacity and integrity are 
wholly unimpeachable. It is, therefore, fair to 
_ infer — nay, the conclusion is irresistible — that 
| the awards of thig commission are at once honest 
/and just. There, then, can be no objection to the 
passage of the measure upon the ground that 
gentlemen may entertain apprehensions of unjust 
/or exorbitant claims against the Government 
under the provisions of this bill. Yet an honor- 
_able member of that committee reports this bill, 
with a mere verbal statement that the committee 
have unanimously instructed him to report the 
bill to this House, with the recommendation that 
| it **do not pass.’’ It is not even dignified with 
‘@ written report of any description whatever. 
Those the most deeply interested in the passage 
of the bill—they who have braved the terrors of 
the battle-field in defense of our unprotected 
frontiers—so far as the action of this committee 
| is concerned, are never to learn one of the reasons 
' which influenced the action of the committee in 
the summary condemnation of this measure, so 
important and so essential to them. 
I do not desire to detain the action of the House 
by a repetition of the description of the causes 
_and operations of the war in which our people 
_ have unfortunately been so seriously involved, 
and in which many of our best citizens were sacri- 
_ficed: When the war opened upon the defenseless 
settlements, and Major Haller was surrounded, 
| and his whole force likely to be destroyed by 
|| the savages, through the Governors an appeal 
‘| was made to the people for aid and assistance. 
The people promptly responded to the call, and 
remained engaged in the service for months, en- 
| during greater privations, hardships, and suffer- 
|| ings than any volunteers have selaeed since the 
i a of the Revolution. 
t was urged last session, as a reason why the 
| bill should not pass, that there was great dis- 
crepancy in the reports of the accounts of the 
| war given by the officers of the Army and by 
| the civil officers of the Government. In order to 
elicit the truth, and that right and justice might 
be done in the premises, the board of commis- 
sioners, as I have just stated, was appointed; 
and in this way the objection referred to has been 
obviated. Upon the statements.of the then op- 
| ponents of the measure, the Army officers were our 
_ accusers, and now they are accepted by us as our 
‘| ay oe in dgciding upon the merits of our claims. 
| To the decisions of this comntission the people 
| are ready and content to submit. Mr. Gye: 
we ask by this bill that the Secretary of War 
| shall be authorized, upon the report of that com- 
| mission, to pay such awards as, in his judgment, 
_ is just, right, and proper. 


| 
| 
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: - emerge a = —oapeenonuceesendiiiaens 
Matter, Now, sir, it is urged that action should not be | is to decide the fate of the people of the Territo- | took place in 1851? Does he not know that it 
UT DOse 4 until the accounts and vouchers approved || ries of Oregon and Washington. And that is not | grew out of the stealing of certain horses from 
Oregon ns this commission shall all be reported. This || all. It is to result in encouraging a system of | the miners? The miners in searching for their 
 Teport by mission is composed of high-toned gentle- || speculation, which Congress ought not todo, The horses, found that manv of them had been stolen, 
Tefore, “ One of them is Captain Ingles, of the || accounts allowed by the commission will be and that others were wounded with Indian arrows 
ime, be aevartermaster’s Department, and another is || regarded by every speculator in the country as || hanging to their sides, and come to the conclusion 
ei A. J. Smith, of the dragoons, and Hon. || binding on the Government, and many of those | that the Indians had been the offenders. A foray 
Pst, the LF. Grover. It is also pleaded that there is no || parties who have rendered services will from their | upon the Indian settlements in the vicinity was 
few rp. ae ae for such legislation as this. Allow me.|! necessities be compelled to part with their claims | forthwith determined upon; and with the assist- 
Of the pr erent that in every Indian war you have || on the Government at perhaps half their value. | ance of Colonel Harney, they made the assault, 
tO this c I the Secretary of War has been authorized | And so the benefits are to go into the hands of | slaughtering some thirty-five Indians as they fled 
ag act of Congress to adjust, allow, and pay |! speculators, and not into the hands of the meri- | for safety, and ae a few women and chil- 
1 Not a ee senses necessarily incurred. Now, why || torious people of the two Territories. dren. And does not the honorable Delegate know 
by the = wid Oregon and Wesllasten, which have suf- || I ask, Mr. Speaker, whether, with all the care || that it subsequently appeared that these depreda- 
ple of os more than any portion of the country, be || that has been taken to have these accounts adjudi- |, tions on the property of the miners were com- 
Ve bet. a d that justice invariably meted out to the |) cated by such acommission sent by the Secretary || mitted by white men, and not by Indians? 
8, and ee of every other portion of the country? |, of War, and subject to his decision—the people Mr.LANE. The gentleman asks me whether 
ect and Fis morning, and but a few minutes ago, a bill | should be put off, and subjected to the operations |, his statement is not true. I know no such thing. 
of our os reported from the Committee on Military || of those who will be speculating on the very || On the contrary, I know that such is not the case. 
ay for Affairs, authorizing the Secretary of War to ad. hearts’ blood of the people who have supplied the || He has not even hinted at the real causes of the 
ng the ‘ast and settle the expenses of the people of Ne- | troops while defending the Territories against 


wars. I passed through both of them; and I have 


alping. (oaks Territory in defending themselves against | never had it in my heart to unjustly hurt an In- 


the tomahawk and the scalping knife? I hope, 


Indian depredations. Why this discrimination | Mr. Speaker, that the House will not concur in || dian, I wasa private in the first war under the 
€ Com. between the people of Nebraska and the people || the report of the committee, but will refer the || gallant Kearny. In 1853 I commanded the forces. 
to pay of Oregon and Washington? | bill to the Committee of the Whole on the state || I saw those wars in theig beginning, their progress, 
f com- I have no disposition to arraign the action of || of the Union. | and their termination. I saw the peace made; and 
an act the Committee va Military Affairs; yet it is my Mr. WHITNEY. I should be the last man, || though the gentleman would not dignify the con- 
“S80, duty, as itis my prvilege, to stand here and advo- Mr. Speaker, to recommend an act of injustice to | flicts between the whites and the Indians by call- 
amine cate the interests of the people of Oregon Terri- | be performed against the far-off settlements of the ing them war, let me say to him, that I have seen 
rhe tory, and ask that for them the same justice || United States, or against the people who inhabit || as gallant and as high-toned men as ever lived on 
f their should be done as has been extended to American | them, whether upon the shores of the Pacific or || earth drop down in battle with those very Indians. 
ity the citizens in every other portion of the country. | upon our vast southern frontier. But while bills || There were Captains Stewart, Armstrong, and 
should Weask no more.’ We only ask that you shall | for appropriations of money for the suppression || many others. Nor was the war brought about 

ay the accounts allowed by the commission, ; of Indian hostilities, and for services performed || in the way indicated by the gentleman. True, 
ary of subject to the decision of the Secretary of War, | or property destroyed in the suppression of those there isa kind of tradition of the Indian squaw 
esa after they have passed the commission. If the || hostilities, are sprung upon us year after year, | un 1853; but in 1851, when I was pies along 
's and Secretary of War have any doubt upon the ques- | and are increasing in magnitude year after year || the road in Oregon, before a single Indian had 
y, are tion, he will not allow the accounts; if he has no || from the same direction, the House may well || been killed, 1 came to where there had been an 
fair to doubt, he will approve thera. Why should the | pause, and the Military Committee may well || encampment of our people. They were on their 
— that claims of the people of Oregon be deferred, while | pause before it recommends to the House the || wa , loaded with flour. Every one of the party 
Lonest those of all others are provided for? -It was but || passage of appropriation bills involving perhaps || had been murdered. Their bodies had been hor- 
to the afew years ago when the then members of this || millions in amount without a thorough and im- | ribly mutilated, and covered over with the flour 
I that House codperated with me, and by their votes || partial investigation of all the circumstances || which had been emptied from the sacks. This 
_— authorized the Secretary of War to adjust the || involved in the application. The gentleman || was the cause of the war, and it occurred before 
mem expenses incurred in 1853 in a war with the || from Oregon has, in his remarks, alluded to the || a single man had raised his hand against the In- 
agent togue river Indians. They asked not for certif- || “* Rogue River war,”’ as it is designated. I will || dians. Fortunately for the country, when this 
8 bill, icates then, but authorized the Secretary of War '! not characterize these forays with the dignity || news spread in the Territory, an officer in that 
wore to adjust and settle the accounts. And I believe || which the word ‘war’? conveys. They are not || vicinity felt it his duty to give the Indians a severe 
rt the that those who watch and guard the Treasury || wars. They are, at best, but forays or feuds; || chastisement. Had the army followed his ex- 
n that with more care than others were in favor of that || and whatever may have been the cause and origin || ample, there would have been no further Indian 
| with bill. The Secretary adjudicated the claims him- || of these recent forays, for which this Government | troubles. As soon as they asked for terms they 
tever, self,and paid them, and no member of this House | is now called upon to pay millions, I am per- | Were granted to them. A peace was made of the 
am khew anything about the amountof the expenses. || suaded fully in my own mind, and from irrefra- |; most favorable chayacter for the Indians. This 
OF Of But now, when a commission has been ap- || gable evidence, that the origin of those preceding |, was the cause of the war of 1851. If I am allowed 
tected pointed, with instructions to examine the claims || feuds, including that of the ** Rogue River war,’ } 1 will give the House the causes of the war of 
mittee of the people of the two Territories for expenses || which occurred in 1853, may be traced to the || 1853, when the gentleman has concluded his 
vented in that war, and to pass upon them, and make || vices and wickedness of white men. remarks. ; 
tee In such allowances for services as they may deem!) Mr. LANE. I will ask of the gentleman from Mr. WHITNEY. It was estimated by parties 
re, so proper, it is said here that these people shall not || New York asa special favor, that when he char- || on the spot that $15,000 would cover the losses 

Bs have justice done to them, but must await the | acterizes the people of Oregon in the manner of the whites by Indian depredations, and that 
Louse action of another Congress. Is it just? Is it |} he is now doing or about to do, he will discrim- | amount the treaty provided should be deducted 
auses right? Do you feel inclined to turn your backs || inate and not brand the whole people of Oregon || from the amount to be paid the Indians for their 
eople on the people of that far-off land, who have in- |; in such a manner, for I will not sit still and allow || lands. 
oived, curred greater expenses, endured more labor, | any gentleman in this House to do it. Mr. LANE. The gentleman will allow me to 
— suffering, and exposure, than any other people Mr. WHITNEY. The gentleman has cer- || put him yight. He is about to give a history of 
eres to reach their homes, and there to settle up the tainly misunderstood me, It is not my purpose | a matter of which he knows nothing; otherwise 
nded, country? They are American citizens, and live || to brand, or in any way to reflect upon the char- [ need not speak a word. I wish to say to him 
d by on American soil. Shall justice be refused them? || acter of the people of Oregon. I said what I now || that 1 was the commanding general, and made 
ppeal Will the Committee on, Military Affairs say that || repeat, that the origin of some of these forays || the treaty to which he refers. I had the advice 
er justice shall not be dealt out to them? And, if || was, in my opinion, to be found in the vices and || and cooperation of the superintendent of Indian 
|, an so, will the House by their action say, that it is || wickedness of white men. I will take the Rogue || affairs. The treaty was favorable to the Indians, 
Hy £8 just that American citizens should be thus treated || Riverfeud foran instance. Does the honowablegen- || and gave them all they asked. Fifteen thousand 
uffer- by this Congress? I hope not, Mr. Speaker. 1 || tleman from Oregon know the origin of that war? || dollars was reserved to pay for the property they 
ve the hope that the report of the committee may not | Does he know that it grew out of the perfidy of || had destroyed, but it was made with the know!- 
concurred in by the House; but that the | a white man—one who purchased from an Indian | edge, on the part of the superintendent and 
y o guarded measures which have been taken will be | a girl at the price of fifty dollars, to perform service || myself, that it would not cover one third of the 
{a carried out, as no one can, for a moment, fear || for him in his tent, or his cabin, and that when | a of oe ‘an ceseers oe ad = 
injustice or over allowance. I venture to say, || after several months the father called for the price, | much from them and the balance from Congress. 
id by that a commission of Army officers cannot be || he was treated with contumely and thrust penai- || Mr. WHITNEY. Thegentleman has arrived 
ler to ad in the country which would be so untrue |! less from the door? The father took his daughter || at nearly the point which I was about to reach— 
night to themselves as to allow any citizen more than || away; the white man, with a band of his associ- | $15,000 was reserved on an g¢stimate made on the 
a he is entitled to for his services; nor would they |! ates, pursued them, overtook them, seized the || spotby the honorable Delegate himself and others, 
+ ’ allow expenses not properly, justly, and cor-,| girl and bore her back to his cabin. The father, | but a commission was subsequently appointed to 
; “ rectly incurred. No, sir, there is no fear of any |, indignant, and justly indignant, pursued the | estimate the losses by that foray, and they very 


. such thing. | man, lay 
npr lask, Mr, Speaker, in behalf of the people of | posed, s 


Oregon and Washington Territories, that the re- 


in wait for him, and, as he sup- 
ot him; but by an error an innocent 
man fell before his revengeful aim! Retaliation 


liberally added $25,000, making in all the sum of 
| $40,000. It is due to the Committee on Indian 
| Affairs to state that the estimate of the commis- 


oe port of the committee may be set aside, and that | followed; and from that little circumstance grew || sion was disallowed. 5 te 
i ; the bill may be referred to the Committee of the |; upthis Rogue River war, topay the costofwhich, || _ I mightalso allude, Mr. Speaker, in this glance 
War hole on the state of the Union, where we will || the honorable gentleman truly observes, Congress | at the origin of some of the ‘ Indian depreda- 
rz ave an opportunity of discussing it and having || made unlimited appropriations out of which there | tions”’ of which so much has been said, to the 
near action on it. The House has not heard the bill || has been already paid some $300,000. || massacre of Indians at Port Orford, and to the 
; 


read. ‘They know nothing about its provisions. |} Does not the honorable gentleman know the || still later tragedy which took piece, as it were, 
he action of the Committee on Military Affairs |: origin of the preceding ‘* Rogue River war” which || only yesterday, under the very roof of him who 
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should be the protector and the guardian of the 
red man in the Territory of Washington — the 
murder of an Indian in the very house of the 
‘zovernor of that Territory, and the maksacre of 
some fourteen or sixteen others in its immediate 
vicinity —men who had been chased with their 
wives and children over the Cascade Mourftains, 
and who had returned, a shattered remnant of a 
former tribe, asking only that they might die on 
their native soil—and they did die! The last 
mail from the Pacific brings us this news. Per- 
haps, sir, this incident may prove the inaugu- 
rating step to anether ** Indian war,” involving 
new demands upon the Treasury of the nation, 
and the appropriation of additional millions of 
dollars. 

1 am gratified with the report of the Committee 
on Military Affairs; yet, while I would be will- 
ing to vote, even now, one third of this demand, 
leaving to an impartial commission the adjust- 
ment of the balance, I cannot, with the views I 
entertain of the state ef affairs in those Terri- 
tories, vote for these wholesale and undefined 
appropriations. There are good men in Oregon 
and Washington—men who hold just and right- 
eous claims upgn the Gov@rnment, and who ought 
to be remunerated for their time and their losses, 
and to pay them there will be none, no, not even 
ihe honorable Delegate from Oregon, more ready 
than myself to vote the requisite appropriations. 
But [ want to see this subject simpiified. 1 want 
to see these vast appropriations brought to the 
test of scrutiny—impartal scrutiny; and | would 
have that scrutiny as stern as it should be impar- 
tial in justice. l trust, then, that the request of 
the Committee on Military Affairs will be agreed 
to; that the bill will go to the table; and that fur- 
ther action will be deferred until the House is 
better informed through the investigation of the 
commission already appointed. 

Mr. ANDERSON. I propose to add but very 
little to what has been said by the gentleman from 
Oregon in reference to the justice of the war which 
has raged in these two Territories for the last 
eighteen months, nor will I dwell at any great 
length upon the claims of the people of those 
Territories upon Congress for pay for their ser- 
vices. I wish to allude simply to some remarks 
which have fallen from the gentleman from New 
York, (Mr. Wutrwney,} in regard to transactions 
which have recently occurred in the Territory of 
Washington. If Lunderstood that gentleman com 
rectly, he stated that a murder of an Indian had 
occurred in the house of tht Governor of that 
Territory, and that sixteen other Indians have 


been killed in the vicinity in a barbarous and * 


crue! manner. I wish to say to that gentleman 
and to this House, that I believe I have as late 
advices from the Governor of that Territory 
as any other man, and that I believe I have as 
correct information in regard to transactions 
which occurred in and about the Governor’s 
office at that time as any other gentleman upon 
this floor; and I will say to the gentleman from 
New York, that he is wholly and entirely mis- 
informed. That there was an Indian killed in a 
room adjoining the Governor’s office is true; but 
that uny other Indians have been massacred in 
that vicinity is utterly untrue. There were two 
or three Indian chiefs around Puget Sound who 
had been active and prominent in all the * forays”’ 
which have occurred in that country. They had 
murdered men, women, and children, particularly 
helpless women and children, within even six 
miles of the Governor's office. One of these 
chiefs, a short time ago, was taken prisoner, and 
brought to the Governor’s office. He was brought 
in late in the evening—perhaps after nightfall— 
and placed in the custody of the Governor, and 
remained in his custody three or four hours 
under guard. Late at night, or early in the morn- 
ing, before day, the Governor retired, leaving the 
prisoner under a competent guard, and he had 
not been absent but a few minutes, when some 
persons unknown rushed in, overcome the guard, 
and killed the Indian. There were no other In- 
dians in that vicinity murdered, as stated by 
the gentleman. This Indian was one who had 
killed men, women, and children in that very 
neighborhood. 

Mr. SIMMONS, Where was the guard? 

Mr. ANDERSON. It was in the room with | 
the Indian, but was overpowered. This was the 
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| had murdered, and had thrown the infant of one || vices and wickedness of the whites 


of them into a well alive, and had committed 
other atrocious barbarities upon the whites of 
that neighborhood. Men were in the vicinity of 
the Governor’s office who were knowing to these 
facts, and who were of kin to the victims of his 
atrocity; and the transaction occurred as I have 
state. 

ut it may be said, and the gentleman from 
New York seemed to allude to the fact, that the 
Governor was not competent to protect his own 
house and his prisoner of war. 


killed in the same way. If the military of the 
country cannot protect a prisoner of war against 
the outraged feelings of the populace, what could 
a Governor with no power at his command do? 
The gentleman is not willing to characterize the 
transactions which have occurred as anything but 
** forays.”? I wish to say to that gentleman and 
to the country, that there have been more white 
lives lost in the Territory of Washington by 
these Indian ** forays,”’ in the last twelve months, 
than have occurred in all the forays or wars in 
Florida during the last twentwfive years. While 
Florida contains a population ten times as great, 


| 


she has lost not one fourth as many people by || 


these forays. While there is a population four 
times as great in the Territory of Kansas as in 


the Territory of Washington, she has lost but | 


one third as many lives during all the troubles 
within her border, as the Territory of Washing- 
ton has in the last eighteen months. 
be remembered that the people of Washington 
who have been murdered_are mostly helpless and 


innocent women and children, who went there | 


in good faith to settle the country, and not men 
who went with a view to engage in forays and 
war. 

Now, sir, I have nothing to say in regard to 
the commencement of the difficulties with the 
Rogue River Indians in 1851 or 1853. The gen- 

| tleman says they arose from the ** wickedness 
and viees of the white men.”’ I say that the 
difficulties which have occurred in the Territory 


of Washington within the last eighteen months, | 


arose from no wickedness, from no vices upon 
the part of the whites, but from a determination 


upon the part of the Indians to exterminate she | 


whites, and drive them from the country. I 
was there when the difficulty commenced, and I 
know of the first blood which was shed upon 
| Washington soil. It was that of a white man 
peaceably pursuing his way through the country 
to the mines. 
the Indians. He was a citizen of the State of 
New York formerly, and for all I know was a 
former constituent of the gentleman from New 
York himself. An Indian agent was sent into 
that region of country to ascertain why this man 
had been murdered, and to procure, if possible, 
reparation for the injury done. That agent was 
not permitted to return, but was seized and his 
throat cut from ear to ear, and his horse and body 
burned by these Indians. 
Haller, of the fourth regiment of infantry of the 
United States Army, was sent with one hundred 


and two men to chastise these Indians for killing || 


the New_Yorker and the Indian agent. Major 


Haller, with his one hundred and two men, was || 


| driven b&ck with the loss of nearly one fourth of 
his command. 


for volunteers. That is the origin and com- 
mencement of the ** forays’? in Washington Ter- 
ritory; and it did not grow out of any * vices or 
wickedness’’ of the whites. 
knowledge, that the Indians of that country have 
been treated kindly by the whites. 
But, sir, suppose they did grow out of the vices 
and wickedness of the whites in that region! 
|The gentleman ought to pursue the argument. 
| He has stated that the Rogue River war in 1851 
and in 1853, and the Cayuse war, grew out of the 
vices and wickedness of the whites; and yet the 
Congress of the United States, notwithstanding 
the white men in their wickedness had brought 
upon the country an expensive war, made appro- 
priations to pay these expenses. Now, it does 
-seem to me that, if his argument is worth’ any- 
thing at all, and if precedentamounts to anything, 


Indian who had mutilated the bodies of those he / admitting these wars to have grown out of the 


ESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Why, sir, | 
almost at the same time, within a few days of | 
this murder, an Indian was taken out of a mili- | 
tary fort from the possession of the guard, and | 


And it must | 


He was followed and killed by || 


Then, sir, Major |) 


Then a call was made by the | 
officer in command of the United States troops | 


I know, of my own | 
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’ 248 he Charges 
Congress should make this appropriation, it is 


bound to protect the innocent settlers of t} 

country—and he admits that there are some = 
| when has it been found necessary by Congr ny 
in the history of Indian wars in this country’ 
|| that the expenses of those wars should be fut 
‘| ascertained, and should be made satisfactory . 
, Congress in every particular, before any provisio 

was made for their payment? Suppose thrat - 
the case of the Florida war, it had been a 
necessary by Congress to ascertain the expense 
of that war; that the war should be closed. that 
the reports of the commissioners should be oe 
on these expenses; that the Secretary of War 
should approve these reports; and that Congress 
| should ratify the action of the Secretary of War 
|| before appropriations were made, where would 
| have been Florida by this time? Never in the 
| history of the Government, or in any of the J). 
_ dian wars, has it been found necessary that jj 
| the expenses should be fully ascertained, anq 
| reported upon by a regularly-organized commis. 
| sion for that purpose, approved by the Secreta; 
|| of War, and ratified by Congress itself, be 
any appropriation was made. 
|| Atthe last session of Congress, an objection 
| was urged that the people of these Territories hag 
gone to enormous expenses in conducting these 
|| ** forays;’’ and for that reason Congress was yp. 
| willing to adjust and settle the expenses as they 
had been incurred at that time. But, to guard 
against the danger ofany exorbitant charges being 
/made by the people of that country, Congress 
authorized the Secretary of War to send out com- 
missioners to ascertain what these expenses were, 
| That duty has been performed by the Secretary 
of War. That commission has been in session 
for the last three months. It is now prosecuting 
its labors, and will have completed them by the 
|| time this session of Congress is at an end. Are 
| the people of these Territories now to wait till 
||} another Congress convenes, and till it is seen 
‘|| whether the report of that commission will suit 
_ the views of the gentlemen who may compose the 
| next session, before any appropriation is made? 
| I tell you, sir, that so far as the people of Wash- 
ington Territory are concerned, it is an absolute 
|| necessity that some appropriation shall be made 
/at an early day. The Governor, in an official 
|| communication, says that ‘‘starvation stares them 
‘| in the face.’? Whi, sir, they launched every- 
| thing they hadin this war. They not only volun- 
| teered themselves, and left their homes, with their 
| wives and children, behind -them, barricaded in 
|| block-houses, but they gave their horses and their 
cattle, their wagons, their provender—everything 
they had—to conduct the ‘* forays’’ of which the 
_ gentleman from New York speaks. 
| And, sir, to show you that the charges which 
| have been made in this House, as to the exorbi- 
/tant prices charged for these things, have no 
| foundation in the world, I beg leave to mention 
/one fact. When the quartermaster, under the 
direction of the Governor of Washington Ter- 
ritory, purchased such articles as were neces- 
sary to conduct the war—such as horses, cattle, 
wagons, &c.—they, or such of them as were left, 
‘| were sold, after having been used in the war ten 
‘months, at fifty per cent. more than they were 
purchased for! 

Mr. SAGE. Will the gentleman allow me to 
| inquire what was the amount of scrip issued by 
the Governor of Washington? 

Mr. ANDERSON. It approximated $900,000, 
deducting the amount of sales by the quarter- 
| master since the war. 
| Mr. SAGE. Can he give information as to the 
amount of scrip issued by the Governor o! 
|| Oregon ? 3 

Mr. ANDERSON. I cannot. AsI was going 
on to say—to show that the people of that country 
had no design of plundering the public Treasury— 
'| or, if they had, that they have been greatly mis- 
|| taken in the manner in which they prosecute 
|| that design—instead of their pinadesing the public 

Treasury, the public Treasury plundered them. 
| The men who, at the commencement of the war, 
| sold their horses for $100, had to turn round, 
|| when peace was made, and give $150 for these 
| same horses, to carry on their farming operations: 
poe property which at the commencement of 

the war was purchased for $100,000, was sold for 
| $150,000 at the close of the war. 
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action will be taken favorable to the 


7 
| 
that some : 
are of this bill. ; : 

I desire to amend my motion. I 
bill be referred to the Committee 


PM, LANE. 


rove that the 


a the Whole on the state of the Union. 
“Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I ask whether 


jt is not necessary that this bill, as it makes an 
appropriation, shall be first considered in Com- 
mittee of the Whole? . | 
‘he SPEAKER. The bill has been referred | 
to the Committee on Military Affairs, and now || 
that committee ask to be discharged from its | 
further consideration. This is nota considera- 
tion of the bill, but a question whether the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs shall be discharged | 
from the further consideration of the same. —s_ | 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Yes; but this dis- || 
cussion is going into the merits of the bill. Itis 
certainly considering it, and the rule says that all 
pills making appropriations shall be first consid- | 
ered in committee. fa : 

The SPEAKER. No action of the House || 
can be had on the bill on this motion; but it is 
open to the same debate as it would be on a mo- 
tion to refer to the Committee on Military Affairs, || 
and that allows the nature of the question to be || 


4 


! 
| 
| 
| 

mit | 
| 


stg ted. 
7 Mr. JONES, of Tennesseeg It is not debat- | 
able on that motion to refer. 

The SPEAKER. No question on the bill can 
be submitted to the House. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. I discover that if we 


indulge in this character of debate—which I think || 


is premature—the three days allotted to the dis- 
cussion of territorial business will be consumed 
without our finishing that business. I discover, 
moreover, from the statement of the gentleman 
from Virginia, [Mr. Fautkner,] who had charge 
of this bill, that the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs have no feeling on the subject, but simply | 
decline to take any action on it, without express- 
ing any opinion in reference to the merits or de- | 
merits of the proposition, and ask to be dis- 
charged. On the other hand, gentlemen repre- 
senting Oregon and Washington Territories de- 
sire that the bill shall go to the Committee of the | 
Whole on the state of the Union. My object | 
now is to appeal to the gentleman from Virginia, 
(Mr. FauLKNER,] inasmuch as neither he nor his 
committee have any feeling on the subject, to 
allow the bill to go to the committee. It will go | 
to the end of the Calendar on territorial business, 
and if itcome up when there is any time to spare, 
we will discuss it. 

Mr. FAULKNER. The gentleman from Ark- | 
ansas [Mr. GrREENWoop] is correct in saying | 
that the Committee on Military Affairs has no 





feeling to gratify in the disposition of this bill— || 
certainly none of hostility to the people of Oregon || 


and Washington. 
Delegate from Oregon [Mr. Lane] has exhibited 
upon this and upon every other question where 
the interests of his constituents are involved. It 
has been my fortune to coneur with that gentle- | 
man on most of the measures which he has 
brought forward for the relief of his people. I 
regret that I cannot do so upon the present occa- | 
sion; and dissenting as I do from his warm and 
earnest recommendations, I beg to assure him 
that I do so from no want of respect for his opin- 
ion as the representative of that Territory, nor | 
rom any want of sympathy with the sufferings | 
of the people whom he so faithfully represents 
on this floor. 

[ think the gentleman from Oregon has not as 
much cause of complaint against Congress, or 
the Military Committee of this House, as, from 
the tone and temper of his remarks, it might be 
inferred he has. He has himself furnished us 
With one instance of prompt appropriations made 

y Congress to defray the expenses of the war 
with the Rogue River Indians. I can remind 
him of another: the appropriations made to 
meet the expenses of the Cayuse war. In both 
those cases the petitions from his Territory were 
promptly considered, and relief granted, to the 
full satisfaction of his people. If the Committee | 
on Military Affairs and Congrene have not re- | 
sponded to the ypresent demands of Oregon as | 
Promptly as he would wish, there will be found | 
reasons for delay which, in my opinion, fully | 
Justify their course. 

e House will perceive, from the debate which | 


nas already taken place, that this is not one of |) whether he would not agree to vote what those | 


I applaud the zeal which the || 





| 
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those ordinary cases of relief which are so often 
brought to our attention from the Territories. 
The gentleman from Washington complains that 
this 1s the first-example in our history where 
Congress has deemed it necessary to send a spe- 
cial commission to the Territories to verify the 
accuracy of the accounts exhibited against the 
Government. Without conceding that it is the 
first example in our history, that fact is alone 


Now, sir, it will be remembered by every gentle- 
man here, that when we assembled in this Hall 
last winter, there came to us from the Territories 
of Oregon and Washington the most conflicting 
reports as to the condition of affairs there—con- 
flicting statements as to the necessity of calling 
out a volunteer force —of the conduct of these 
volunteers — whether they were not provoking 
more hostilities than they subdued. It was again 


and again asserted by General Wool, in his offi- | 


cial correspondence with the War Department, 
that this volunteer force was not only unneces- 


sary—called out without proper authority—but | 


that it was frustrating all his plans to bring those 


| Indian hostilities to a pacific conclusion. 


Mr. LANE. If the gentleman will allow me, 
I will say to him, the Elouse, and the country, 
that these volunteers were called out by the 


| officer commanding the regular troops in the field, 


and before General Wool arrived there. ‘They 


|} were ordered out by Major Haller, who had 


started out on an expedition against the Indians. 
Finding himself surrounded, and his retreat cut 


| + 
| off, asthe supposed, he called on the Governors 


of Oregon and Washington for volunteers. They 
promptly responded to his call. Though the 


|| Governors’ proclamation reached Oak county as 


late as six o'clock in the evening, the next morn- 
ing at sun-up saw two hundred men in the 
saddle on their way to relieve Major Haller. 
These men were called out by the Governors of 
these Territories on Major Haller’s call for 
volunteers. They left their families and homes, 
and during the inclemency of the then inclement 
season they camped out without tents or subsist- 
ence from the Government. When General 
Wool arrived he ordered the rerular force into 
quarters, and left the settlements unprotected; 
and had it not been for the service of these 
volunteers, all the border settlements would have 
been broken up and destroyed. 


Mr. FAULKNER. Myr. Speaker, I do not 


| mean to permit myself to be drawn, upon this 


occasion, into any discussion of the questions 
which grew up between General Wool and the 
Governor and people of Oregon. If ever that 


| subject shall come properly and pertinently be- 


fore this body for its action, 1 will present my 
views upon it. All that | designed by referring 
to the controversy at all, was to show that the 
most conflicting statements as to the real condi- 


tion of affairs in these ‘Territories, were before 
| us during the last session of Congress, and I am 


not aware that we have any more certain and re- 
liable information since that time. It is true, as 
the gentleman from Oregon states, that after the 
defeat of Major Haller, there was a call by Ma- 
jor Rains upon the Governors of Oregon and 
Washington for a few companies of volunteers; 
but they constituted a very small portion of the 
volunteer force that was called out. . General 
Wool, I am sure, states in his official fispatches 
that he had never authorized the raising of any 
volunteers in the Pacificdepartment. It is certain 
that he, as the military commandant of that divis- 


ion, never approved the movements of Governor | 


Curry, to the extent, certainly, at least that he 
called forth the volunteer force—if at all. 

Mr. LANE. I would ask the géntleman to 
state between what persons there arose this con- 
flict relative to calling out tiese vo unteers? 

Mr. FAULKNER. The conflict of opinion 


was between General Wool, the commandant of 


that diviSion, on the one side, and Governor Curry 
on the other. General Wool thought a volunteer 
force unnecessary, and calculated todo more harm 
than good. Governor Curry thought otherwise, 
and exercised the powers vested in him as Gov- 
ernor, and called out a large volunteer force. 
Mr. LANE. Then I understand the gentle- 
man to say that the aecounts of the Army officers 
conflicted with those furnished by the Governors 
of Oregon and Washington; and I would ask him 


= = 
| Officers allow, when they have examined into the 


|| force, or against them. 
sufficient to show that this is no ordinary case, | 
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| merits of the case? 
Mr. FAULKNER. The gentleman knows 
that | will always do full justice to the people of 
| Oregon when I have the proper materials for action 
| before me. I am not, upon this occasion, taking 
‘any position in favor of the views of General 
Wool, or against them—in favor of the volunteer 
My sole object in advert - 
ing to this unfortunate controversy in Oregon, 
| between the military and civil authorities in that 
| ‘Territory, was to explain the legislation of the 
last session of Congress on this subject; by which 
legislation the Committee on Military Affairs has 
| been guided in the report which I have just made 
on this subject. 

Mr. ANDERSON. I would inquire of the 
| gentleman from Virginia, whether the Committee 
on Military Affairs have official information that 
General Wool did report these volunteers were 
unnecessary, and afterwards called on the Gov- 
ernor of Washington for them? 

Mr. FAULKNER. I am not aware that any 
| such official information has been communicated 
to the committee. 

Mr. ANDERSON. 
fact. 

| Mr. FAULKNER. If such be the fact, it 
does not in any respect affect the views which l 
am now presenting to the House. 

Mr. PHELPS. Were not the militia of Ore- 
gon and Washington called out to quell these 
Indian disturbances by competent authority? As 

| | understand, some were called out on the requi- 
, sition of the Army officers in command, and the 
remainder by the Governors of Oregon and Wash- 
ington, who, I take it, have authority to call them 
out to quell disturbances. I submit to the gen- 
| tleman, if I am right in my hypothesis, if it is 
| not just and equitable that these men, who per- 
| formed militia services, should be paid; and that 
| without subjecting themselves to taking the pit- 
| tance which speculators may offer for their 
' claims, who will hereafter get the full amount 
from the Government ? 
| Mr. FAULKNER. The Governor of a Ter- 
ritory, like that of a State, has the undoubted 
| authority to call out the militia in all cases where 
| he is empowered to do so by the laws of that 
Territory or State; but in such cases it is only 
done by the authority and at the expense of that 
| State or Territory. The Constitution and laws 
of Congress gave to the President alone, or to 
| those to whom he may delegate the power, the 
right to call out the militia at the expense of the 
| ederal Government; but why is it deemed 
necessary to make this touching appeal on behalf 
of the volunteer force of Oregon? Have we 
passed judgment upon their claims? Have we 
| repudiated their right to compeusation? This is 
placing the Committee on Military Affairs ina 
false position. I have been seeking, ever since 
| 1 obtained the floor, to present the true view 
which has governed the committee in declining 
to act upon the bill at the time, and awaiting 
| further information from the War Department, 
but 1 have been prevented from reaching the only 
point that L designed to present by the interrup- 
tions of gentlemen. 

The gentleman from New York, [Mr. Wurr- 

| NEY,| misapprehending the views of the commit- 
tee, complimented them upon the result at which 
they had arrived. If that gentleman supposes 
that, in asking to be discharged from the further 
| consideration of the bill at this time, we were 
moved to that result by any of the facts, state- 
|| ments, or sentiments which he has expressed, 
he has altogether misconceived the object and 
| purpose of the committee. We designed to ex- 
| press no opinion adverse to the justice of these 
_ claims. We did not mean to prejudice them in 
the slightest degree by our action. I apprehend 
there is as favorable a sentiment, upon the part 
| of that committee, to the allowance to the people of 
Oregon and Washington of every just and proper 
\ claim against the Government as the Didenates 
from those Territories could themselves desire. 
We did not wish to act upon the case prema- 
|| turely, and before we had all the authenticated 
'| facts before us, upon which we could make an 
intelligent recommendation to this House. And 
this leads me to present the views which did gov- 
ern the committee in their action upon this bill. 
As I before remarked, sir, there were during 


Such, however, is the 


| 
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as to the state of affairsin Oregon. It was known 
thac Indian disturbances existed there of a very 
formidable character, and that a very large volun- 
teer force had been summoned to the field by the 
Governor ofthat Territory. General Wool, who 
was in command on the Pacific, in letter after 
letter addressed to the War Department, asserted 
that. this volunteer force was called out without 
his authority—that there was no necessity for 
the call—that its action was injurious—that there 
was great waste and extravagance in its — 
estimating its probuble cost at three and even 
four millions of dollars, and indulging in impu- 
tations and charges upon the people of Oregon, 
which I need not repeat. A controversy of an 
embittered character sprung up between the 
Governor and people of Oregon and General 
Wool, and grave charges of mismanagement 
were made by both sides. I express no opinion 
upon any of these points, nor was it the design 
of Congress to do so at its last session; but an 
application being then before us to make an ap- 
propriation to - this volunteer force, the sub- 
ject was then disposed of by the following sec- 


tion incorporated into the general appropriation 
bill: 


“See. 11. And he it further enacted, That the Secretary 
of War be directed to inquire into the amount of expenses 
necessarily incurred in the suppression of Indian hostilities 
in the late Indian war in Oregon and Washington by the 
territorial governments of those Territories, for the muain- 
tenance of the volunteer forces engaged in said war, in- 
cluding the pay of volunteers; and that he may, if in his 
judgment it be neeessary, direct a commission of three to 
proceed to ascertain and report to him all expenses incurred 
lor the purposes above specified.” 

It will be perceived that Congress, by this en- 
actment, devolved upon the Secretary of War 
an examination into the condition of affairs in 
Oregon and Washington. The gentleman from 
Oregon seems to think that the sole duty confided 
to the Secretary of War was simply to ascertain 
the amount due to the volunteers. I think the 
law was designed to embrace a wider scope of 
inquiry. It was to ascertain the necessity of 
calling out such a large volunteer force. The 
terms used by the law are, ‘‘ expenses necessa- 
rily incurred ’’—expenses contracted by the terri- 
torial government under such a public and press- 
ing emergency, that if the facts could have been 
known to the Secretary of War, he would have 
felt himself justified in having incurred the same 
expenditures on their behalf. The whole ques- 
tion of the propriety of the call for volunteers, 
and of the numbers called into service, are left 
open to the examination and opinion of the Sec- 
retary of War. 

Mr. LANE, I want to say to the gentleman 
from Virginia, that the clause which he just read 
is worded precisely as the law which the gentle- 
man had passed to pay the expenses of the 
Rogue River war, only that it provided that the 
Secretary of War should adjust, allow, and pay 
the expenses necessarily incurred in prosecuting 
that war. We only ask pay for expenses neces- 
sarily incurred. This board of commissioners 
will not pass anything which has not necessarily 
been incurred, and is just, right, and proper. 

Mr. FAULKNER. The gentleman from 
Oregon assumes that the call for the volunteers 
was proper, and that the only inquiry now is as 
to the reasonableness of the pay to be allowed for 
their service. He may be right; but I think, 
and the committee think, that a wider scope of 
inquiry is left to the Secretary of War. 

Seas sir, the Secretary of War, availing him- 
self of the aid allowed him by the law which I 
have just read, has sent a commission to Oregon 
and Washington—composed, as I learn from the 
Delegate from Oregon, of two Army officers and 
one civilian, to make a report to him of the facts 
upon which to form his own opinion. That 
commission is now engaged in the execution of 
this duty. It has yet made no report. 
not know when it will make a report. The Sec- | 


—- of War has made no response to the duty || the table. 
v 


devolved upon him by Congress, for the simple 
reason that the commission has, as yet, made no | 
report to him. 


that a bill is laid before us, asking an appropria- | 


| action. 


tion at the last session, and instead of such appro- 
priation then asked for, had ordered an examina- 
tion to be made by the Secretary of War into this 
whole subject, that we should ‘await the result 


our last session the most conflicting statements | House, as it had refused to make an appropria- | 


of that inquiry before we recommended further | 


The respect due to this body demanded 
that course on the part of the committee. We 
thought it also due to the country, if we recom- 
mended an appropriation, that we should have at 
least some estimate of the amount that would be 
thus voted away—whether it is one or four mil- 
lions of dollars. 
any d&ta upon which we could even guess as to 


But, sir, we are now without | 


the amount that might be appropriated under that | 
| bill. The gentleman from Arkansas [Mr. Green- 
woop] has requested me to make no objection to | 


the reference of this bill to the Committee of the 
Whole. He thinks the reference would be harm- 
less. I would say to him that I understand there 


is a bill at this time in Committee of the Whole, | 


which will bring up for discussion there the very 
matters involved in this bill. 


Mr. LANE. Let them both go there together. | 


Mr. FAULKNER. 


may determine. 


That is as the House 


I rose, Mr. Speaker, solely for | 


the purpose of vindicating the action of the Com- | 


mittee on Military Affairs, and of defending it 
against the impressions thrown out in debate, 
that we had decided against the claims of the 


volunteer force in Oregon, or were deficient in | 
proper sympathy for the people of that distant | 


Perritory. When the Secretary of War shall in 
pursuance of the law of the last session of Con- 
gress, make his report to Congress, I feel Safe in 


assuring him that the Committee on Military | 


Affairs will give to his constituents as favorable 
a consideration of the case as the facts will war- 
rant. 


I move the previous question. 


The previous question was seconded, and the 


main question ordered to be put. 
The SPEAKER. The question is first upon 


| the proposition to amend the motion to discharge 


the committee, by adding, that it be referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
arate vote upon the two motions. 

The SPEAKER. The first question is upon 
the motion to refer to the Committee of the 
Whole. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I‘ suppose the 


| way is first to discharge the committee, and then 


| 


to refer the bill. 

The SPEAKER. The question must first be 
put upon the amendment of the gentleman from 
Oregon. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
the committee first, then the bill will be before 


I ask fora sep- | 


If we discharge | 


the House to be disposed of; and we can refer it, | 


if we think proper. 


The SPEAKER. 


The proposition to refer | 


cannot be made until the House shall determine | 
whether the committee shall be discharged or | 


not. 


The question was taken on Mr. Lane’s amend- | 


ment that the bill be referred to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union; and it was 
not agreed to. 

The question recurred on Mr. Favutxner’s 
motion, ta discharge the Committee on Military 
Affairs from its further consideration; and it was 
agreed to. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I move now that the bill 
be referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
been decided. 

Mr. STEPHENS. No, it has not. 

The SPEAKER. The Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs has been discharged from the further 
consideration of the bill; it is now before the 


That question has 


We do || House, and must be disposed of. 


Mr. CHAFFEE. I move to lay the*bill on 


Mr. ALLISON called for tellers. 
Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. ALLIson and 


It is under these circumstances || TaLporr were appointed. 


The House divided; and the tellers reported— 


tion to pay the sums that may be reported by that || ayes 74, noes 65. 


board, and sanctioned by the Secretary of 
We declined, sir, to recommend any ap 
priation at this time. 


ar. 
pro- | 


We thought it due to this | by which the bill was laid upon the table, and 


So the bill_was laid upon the table. 
Mr. CHAFFEE moved to reconsider the vote 
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| vote by which a bill (H.R. No. 623) autho 
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also moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 

table; which latter motion was agreed to, : 

CLERKS TO UNITED STATES CouRTS IN 
OREGON AND WASHINGTON, 

Mr. LETCHER. 


I move to reconsider the 

the settlement of the accounts of th» clerks of the 

United States courts in Oregon and Washington 

Territories was passed. [ merely desire to one 

the motion entered. , 
The motion to reconsider was entered. 


BILL AND JOINT RESOLUTION REPORTEp. 


Mr. QUITMAN, from the Committee on Mj). 
itary Affairs, reported back, by unanimous con- 
sent, a bill (H. R. No. 584) to authorize the 
Secretary of War to pay the volunteers called 
out into the service of the United States jn thp 
Territory of New Mexico, by order of Brigadie, 
General Garland, in the year 1855; which was 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, and ordered to be printed, 

Also, a joint resolution extending the provisions 
of the preémption act of 4th September, 184) 
and the acts amendatory thereof, to a portion of 
the Fort Ripley reservation, therein specified; 
which was referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the stat@of the Union, and ordered ty 
be printed. 


TERRITORIAL BILLS OF LAST SESSION, 


Mr. GROW. During the last session of Con- 
gress the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union acted on quite a number of bills, 
which were reported to the House. The time 
for territorial business expired, and they wentto 
the Speaker’s table. I now ask that these bills 
be taken up and disposed of, in order that we 
may get this old business out of the way. 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama. There are a great 
many cases now in the hands of the different 
committees in reference to territorial business, 
Why not have them reported, and ordered to be 
printed now? 

Mr. GROW. Because a bill like that for the 
expenses of the Indian war comes in, and occu- 
pies two or three hours in fruitless discussion. I 
move that the bills reported at the last session, 
and now on the Speaker’s table, be taken up and 
disposed of. 

The motion was agreed to; and the House 
proceeded to the consideration of the said bills. 


PENITENTIARY FOR NEBRASKA. 


A bill (H. R. No.,415) to make an appropria- 
tion for the construction of a penitentiary in the 
Territory of Nebraska. 

The bill appropriates $30,000, out of any money 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to 
be expended under the direction of the Secretary 
of the Interior, for the erection of a penitentiary 
at the capital of Nebraska Territory; provided, 
the penitentiary aforesaid shall be built and com- 
pleted, including cost of site, for the sum therein 
appropriated, 

‘The pending question was, Shall the bill pass? 
on which the yeas and nays had been ordered 
last session. : 

The question was taken; and it was decided 
in the affirmative—yeas 92, nays 76; as follows: 


YEAS — Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, Bar- 
clay, Henry Bennett, Benson, Bingham, Bliss, Bradshaw, 
Brenton, Buffinton, Burlingame, James H.Campbell, Lewis 
D. Campbell, Caruthers, Chaffee, Bayard Clarke, Ezra 
Clark, Comins, Covode, Cragin, Cumback, Durfee, Ed- 
wards, English, Evans, Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuiler, 
Granger, Greenwood, Grow, Augustus Hall, Robert B. 
Hall, Harlan, Sampson W. Harris, Harrison, Haven, Hol- 
loway, Valentine B. Horton, Howard, Hughston, Jewett, 
Kelly, Kennett, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Lind- 
Jey, Samuel 8. Marshall, Matteson, McCarty, Smith Mil- 
ler, Morrill, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, 
Parker, Peck, Pelton, Pennington, Pettit, Phelps, Porter, 
Pringle, Purviance, Robbins, Roberts, Sabin, Sage, 5an- 
didge, Sapp, Scott, Simmons, Sneed, Spinner, Stanton, 
Stephens, Talbott, Thorington Vail, Wakeman, Waldron, 
Cadwalader C. Washburne; Elihu B. Washburne, Israel 
Washburn, Watson, Wells, Whitney, Woodruff, and 
Woodworth—92. 

NAYS — Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Bell, Hendley 8. Ben- 
nett, Branch, Brooks, John P. Campbell, Clawson, Howell 
Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Colfax, Craige, Cullen, 
Davidson, Jacob C. Davis, Dean, Dodd, Dowdell, Dunn, 
Edmundson, Elliott, Emrie, Faulkner; Garnett, 7 
L. Harris, Herbert, Hodges, ‘Thomas R. Horton, George W- 
Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Kidwell, King, = Leiter, 
Leteher, Lumpkin, Alexander K. Marshall, McMullin, 
McQueen, Killian Miller, Millson, Millward, —— 
Morrison, Mott, Murray, Nichols, Paine, Pike, Powell, 
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= uitman, Reade, Ricaud, Ruffin, Rust, Savage, 
Puryear, Qe porter, William Smith, William R. Smith, 
os van, Thurston, Todd, Trafton, Tnppe, Underwood, 
=~ fe ialbridge, Walker, Watkins, Wheeler, Williams, 
Seale B. Wright, John V. Wright, and Zollicoffer—76. 

So the bill was passed. 

Pending the above call, 

Mr. ZOLLICOFFER stated that the gentleman | 
from Kentucky [Mr. H. MarsHa.i] was confined | 
to his room by illness. 

| 





Mr. GROW moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed, and also moved to 
jay the motion to reconsider on the table; which 
jaiter motion was agreed to. 


LAND DISTRICT IN NEBRASKA. 


A bill (H. R. No. 212) to establish an addi- | 
tional land district in the ‘Territory of Nebraska. | 

The SPEAKER stated that the bill had been | 
reported from the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, with several amendments. 

Mr. GROW called for the previous question. 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama. I appeal to the gen- 
‘leman to withdraw the cali for the previous ques- | 
tion, until I can submit a substitute for the bill. | 

Mr. GROW. Is it an amendment from the | 
Committee on Public Lands? ; 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama. It is. 

Mr. GROW. Iwithdraw the call for the pre- 
vious question for that purpese. 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama, then offered the fol- | 
lowing substitute for the bill: 

That all that portion of the Territory of Nebraska at | 
resent included in the Omaha district, which lies south | 
of the line which divides townships six and seven north, | 
extended from the Missouri river westward, shall constitute 
an additional district, to be called the ** Nemaha land dis- 
triet;?? all said Omaha district which is situated south of 
the south shore or right bank of the Platte river, and north 
of the said township linc, between townships six and seven 
north, shall constitute an additional land district, to be 
called the ** South Platte river land district;’? and all that 
portion of said Omaha district which lies north of the south 
boundary of the “ Omaha reserve,’’ extended westward, 
being identical with the line which divides townships 
twenty-three and twenty-four north, shall constitute an 
additional land district, to be called the ‘* Dahkota land 
district ;?? the location of the offices for which shall be des- 


ignated by the President of the United States, and shall by || 


him, from time to time, be changed as the public interests | 
may seem to require. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the President 
be, and he is hereby, authorized to appoint, by and with the 
advice and consent of the Senate, or during the recess 
thereof, and until the end of the next session of Congress 
after such appointment, a register and a receiver for each 
Jand district hereby created, whoshall be required to reside 
at the site of their offices, have the same powers, responsi- 
bilities, and emoluments, and be subject to the same acts 
and penalties, which are or may be prescribed by law in 
relation to other land officers of the United States. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the President 
is hereby authorized to cause the public lands in said dis- 
tricts, with the exception of such as may have been or may 
be reserved for other purposes, to be exposed to sale in the 
same manner and upon the same terms and conditions as 
other public lands of the United States: Provided, That all 
sales and locations made at Omaha City of lands situated | 
within the limits of the new districts hereby created, which | 
shall be valid and right in other respects up to the day on 
which the new offices shall respectively go into operation, 
be, and the same are hereby, confirmed. 


Mr. HARLAN. Does the gentleman’s sub- | 
stitute propose to create two or three additional | 
land districts? 

Three. 


Mr. COBB, of Alabama. 
Mr. HARLAN. That will make four in the 


Territory? 
Mr. COBB, of Alabama. 
Mr. HARLAN. 





Yes, sir. 


tion, 
The previdus question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 
Mr.GREENWOOD. I would like to inquire 
of the Delegate from Nebraska, which of these 
two bills—the one reported by the Committee on 
Public Lands as a substitute, or the one reported 


by the Committee of the Whole—is most accept- | 


able to the citizens of Nebraska? 
Mr.CHAPMAN. The one reported asa sub- 
stitute, 
_ Mr. WALBRIDGE. 
inquiry of the Delegate from Nebraska. 
Ir.GROW. Debate is not in order. 
_Mr. WALBRIDGE. I wished to ask a ques- 
tion, so that the House might understand the 
matter, 
The amendments reported to the House from 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
nion last session were then read. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I understand that 





Which is two too many. | 
Mr.GROW. I now demand the previous ques- | 


I would like to make an | 


I object. | 
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| receivers and registers. 
much of that Territory is surveyed? If not 
already surveyed, when will it be, so that these 
officers can go into office? Or are they to be ap- 
een and to receive salaries for a year or more 
efore the lands come into market? 
The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order, ex- | 
cept by general consent. 
ir. JONES, of Tennessee. I do not suppose 
these lands will be surveyed for a year. | 
The question was then taken upon the several | 
amendments reported last session from the Com- | 
mittee of the Whole, and they were non-con- | 
curred in. 
The question recurring upon the substitute of 
Mr. Coss, from the Committee on Public Lands, 
Mr. LETCHER called for the yeas and nays. | 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was taken; and it was decided in | 
the aflirmative—yeas 89, nays 63; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Albright, Allen, Allison, Ball, Barbour, | 
Benson, Billinghurst, Bowie, Bradshaw, Brenton, Brooks, 
| Butlinton, Burlingame, James H. Campbell, John P. Camp 
bell, Lewis D. Campbell, Caruthers, Chatfee, Clawson, 


|| Clingman, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Colfax, Covode, Cragin, 


| Cullen, Dowdell, Dunn, Durfee, Edwards, Elliott, English, 
Etheridge, Evans, Faulkner, Flagler, Florence, Greenwood, 
Grow, Augustus Hall, Robert B. Hall, Sampson W. Harris, 
Harrison, Herbert, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Valentine 


B. Horton, Houston, Jewett, Kelly, Kennett, Knapp, 


Knight, Lindley, Matteson, Killian Miller, Smith Miller, | 


Morgan, Morrill, Morrison, Murray, Andrew Oliver, Morde- 
cai Oliver, Parker, Pettit, Phelps, Porter, Pringle, Purvi 
ance, Quitman, Robbins, Roberts, Ruffin, Sandidge, Sapp, 
Savage, Shorter, Simmons, William R. Smith, Sneed, Ste- 
| phens, Stewart, Talbott, Taylor, Thorington, Vail, Cadwal- 
ader C. Washburne, Watkins, Wells, and Woodworth—29. 
NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Henry Bennett, Burnett, Ezra 
Clark, Comins, Craige, Cumback, Day, Dean, Dodd, Ed 
mundson, Goode, Granger, Harlan, Haven, Hodges, How- 
ard, George W. Jones, Kidwell, King, Knowlton, Knox, 


} 


Lake, Leiter, Letcher, McCarty, McMullin, McQueen, - 
Millson, Mott, Nichols, Norton, Pennington, Perry, Pike, | 


Powell, Puryear, Ricaud, Rust, Sabin, Sage, Scott, Sher- 
|} man, William Smith, Spinner, Stanton, Thurston, Todd, 
| Trafton, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, Ellihu B. 
| Washburne, Israel Washburn, Watson, Wheeler,Whitney, 


Williams, Winslow, Woodruff, Daniel B. Wright, and John | 


V. Wright—63. 
So the substitute was agreed to. 
Pending the call, 
Mr. BUFFINTON stated that his colleague 
[Mr. Davi§] was absent on account of sickness. 
The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 


read a third time; and being engrossed, it was | 


accordingly read the third time. 


| the passage of the bill. 
| ‘The previous question was seeonded, and the 


| main question ordered to be put; and under the 
|| operation thereof the bill was passed. 
| Mr. GROW moved to reconsider the vote by | 


which the bill was passed, and also moved to lay 
the motion to recongider on the table; which latter 
motion was agreed ‘to. 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama. I move to amend the 
title of the bill by inserting, instead of ** an addi- 
tional land office,’’ ** three additional land offices. ”’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 


MILITARY ROADS IN OREGON. 


A bill (H. R. No. 2) making appropriations 
for the completion of military roads in Oregon 
Territory. 


money for the completion of military roads now 
in course of construction in Oregon Territory: 
For the completion of the road from Astoria to 
|| Salem, $45,000; for the completion of the road 
|| from Myrtle Creek to Camp Stewart, $30,000; and 
for the completion of the road from Myrtle Creek 
to Scottsburg, $30,000—the said roads to be 
|| completed under the direction of the Se@fetary 
|| of War. 

Reported by the Committee of the Whole on 
the State of the Union with the following amend- 
ment: 

Strike out all after the enacting clause and insert: 

That the following sums of money be, and the same are 
hereby, appropriated, for the completion of military roads 
now in the course of construction in the Territory of Ore- 


gon, to wit: for th® completion of the road from Astoria to 
Salem, the sum of $10,000 ; for the completion of the road 


|| and for the completion of the road from Myrtle Creek to 
|| Scottsburg, the sum of $30,000 ; the same to be done under 
the direction of the Secretary of War. 
Mr. GROW moved the previous question. 
The previous ary was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 





the substitute provides for four districts, and four 


i The amendment was agreed to. 


I wish to know how ||! 


Mr. GROW moved the previous question on 


The bill appropriates the following sums of | 


from Myrtle Creek to Camp Stewart, the sum of $30,000 ; | 
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The bill, as amended, was ordered to be 
engrossed and read a third time; and being 
engrossed, it was read the third time. 

Mr. GROW moved the previous question on 
the passage of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 

The question being on the passage of the bill, 
Mr. Jon ES, of Tennessee, called for the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved to lay the 
bill on the table. : 

The motion was not agreed to. 

The question was taken on the passage of the 
bill; and the bill was passed. 

Mr. GROW moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed, and also moved to 
lay the motion to reconsider on the table; which 
latter motion was agreed to. 








' MILITARY ROADS IN WASHINGTON TERRI- 


TORY. 

A bill (H. R. No. 422) providing for the con- 
struction of a military road between Fort Steil 
coom and Billingham Bay, in the Territory 
Washington. 

The question being on the engrossment of the 
bill, 

Mr. GROW moved the previous question. 

The previous question was cena, and the 
main question ordered; and under its operation 
the bill was engrossed and read the third time. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved that the bill 
be laid on the table. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. GROW moved the previous question on 
the passage of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; and under its operation 
the bill was passed. 

Mr. GROW moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed, and also moved to la 
the motion to reconsider on the table; which 
latter motion was agreed to. 

BRIDGES AND ROADS IN MINNESOTA. 

A bill (H.R. No. 428) making appropriations 
for the bridging of streams and opening roads in 
Minnesota Territory. 

The bill appropriates the following sums for 
the bridging of streams and opening roads in the 
Territory of Minnesota, to wit: For bridging the 
streams on the territorial road between St. Paul 
and Elliota, $10,000; for opening and improving 
a road from Shakopee to Le Seur, $5,000; for 
opening and improving a road from Kasota to 
Winnebago Agency, $5,000; for opening and 
improving a road from Faribault to Traverse des 
Sioux, $5,000; the said bridges and roads to be 
constructed under the direction of the Commis- 
sioner of Indian Affairs. 

Mr. GROW called the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 

Mr. MeMULLIN. Is this for the construc- 
tion of military roads, or roads generally ? 

Mr. GROW. The Commissioner of the Gen- 
eral Land Office recommends the opening of these 
roads, in order to carry out the treaty stipula- 
tions with the Indians there, and as the most 

economical means to the Government for that 
purpose. 

Mr.SMITH, of Virginia. Is there not before 
the Committee on Territories a bill providing for 
the admission of Minnesota as a State into the 
| Union? 

| Mr. GROW. The committee have such a bill 

|, before them, which they propose to report; but it 
is for the people to decide that question, if the 
bill passes, in June next. 

|| The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 

a third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- 

ingly read the third time. 

Mr. GROW demanded the previous question 
on the passage of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
| main question ordered to be put. 
| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, demanded the yeas 
| and nays on the passage of the bill. 

| ‘The yeas and nays were ordered. Ee 
|| ‘The question was taken; and it was decided in 
|| the aflirmative—yeas 94, nays 55; as follows: 


|| YEAS — Mesers. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, Ben- 
|, son, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, Bliss, Bradshaw, 
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Brenton, Broom, Buffinton, Burlingame, Caruthers, Chaf- 
fee, Bayard Clarke, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, 
Covode, Cragin, Cullen, Dean, Denver, Dickson, Dodd, 
Dunn, Durfee, Edwards, Eugiish, Flagler, Florence, Gran- 
ner, Greenwood, Grow, Augustus Hall, Robert B. Hall, 
Harlan, Harrieon, Herbert, Hodges, Thomas R. Horton, 
Valentine B. Horton, Howard, Hughston, Kelly, Knapp, 
Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Matteson, Maxwell, Killian 
Miler, Smith Miller, Morrill, Norton, Andrew Oliver, 
Parker, Peck, Pelton, Pe:nington, Perry, Pettit, Porter, 
Pringle, Purviance, Kobbins, Roberts, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, 
Savage, Scott, Sherman, Spinner, Stanton, Stephens, 
Tappan, Thorington, Vail, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, 
Waldron, Cadwalader ©. Washburne, Eilibu B. Wash- 
burne, Israel Washburn, Watson, Wells, Williams, Wood- 
ruff, and Woodworth—94. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Pranch, Brooks, Burnett, 
James H. Campbell, Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson 


. 1 
R. W. Cobb, Craige, Cumback, Day, Dowdell, Edmundson, 
Elliott, Faulkner, Garnett, Goode, Sampson W. Harris, | 


Haven, Holloway, Houston, George W. Jones, King, Lake, 
Leiter, Letcher, Alexander K. Marshall, McCarty, Me- 
Muilin, MeQueen, Millsou, Morgan, Morrison, Murray, 


Nichols, Orr, Pike, Puryear, Quitman, Ricaud, Ruffin, | 
Sandidge, Simmons, William Smith, Sneed, Thurston, | 
Todd, Trafton, Underwood, Walker, Watkins, Whitney, |! 


Daniel B. Wright, and John V. Wright—55. 
So the bill was passed. 
Pending the above call, 
Mr. WHEELER stated that if he had been 
»sent he would have voted in the negative. 
Mr. CRAIGE (at twenty minutes after three 
o’clock) moved that the House adjourn. 
The motion was disagreed to. 


PUBLIC BUILDINGS IN WASHINGTON TER- 
RITORY. 


A bill (HI. R. No. 416) making appropriations 
for the erection of public buildings in Washing- 
ton Territory. 

The SPEAKER statéd that the bill had been 
reported from the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, with the following amendment: 

Provided, That the aforesaid sums of money herein ap- 
propriated shall build and complete the aforesaid build- 
ings, including the costs for the sites. 

Mr. GROW called for the previous question. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I move that the House 
do now adjourn, with a view of affording mem- 
bers an opportunity to look into this bill. 

Mr. ORR. What will be the effect on this 
bill, if the House adjourns without seconding the 
call for the previous question? 

The SPEAKER. 
Speaker's table. 


‘THE CON 


| 


{ 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a mes- 
sage from the President, stating in what manner 
the joint resolution of August 28, 1856, relative 
to the restoration of the ship Resolute, had been 
executed; which was laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. GROW. | appeal to the gentleman from | 
Virginia to withdraw his motion to adjourn until 
reports of a territorial character may be sub- 
mitted, in order that they may be referred and | 
»rinted. 
Mr. McMULLIN. I withdraw it for that | 
purpose. | 
Mr. GROW, from the Committee on Territo- 
ries, reported a bill providing for the completion 
of the Capitol building of Utah; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, and | 
ordered to be printed. 


| Mr. G. also reported back a bill (H. R. No. || 
619) making an appropriation for completing the 


| Capito! building in the Territory of New Mexico; 


| 


| making an appropriation to reimburse to the State || 
| of California money expended in the suppression || 


The bill will go to the | 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. But it is territorial | 
business, and can easily be taken up to-morrow 


or the next day. 


CONSULAR AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. 


1} 


I ask the gen- | 


tleman from Virginia to withdraw the motion to | 


adjourn until a general appropriation bill, sent 
back from the Senate with sundry amendments, 
be taken up and referred to the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 

Mr. MceMULLIN withdrew the motion for that 
purpose. 

The House then, by unanimous consent, took 
wp from the Speaker’s table a bill (H. R. No. 


607) makihg appropriations for the consular and |} 


diplomatic expenses of the Government for the 
year ending the 30th June, 1858, with the amend- 
ments of the Senate thereto; and, on motion of 
Mr. Campsecrt, of Ohio, referred them to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
The SPEAKER laid before the House a mes- 


} 


which was referred to the Committee of the Whole | 
on the state of the Union, and ordered to be 
printed, 


| 
} 
BILL INTRODUCED. | 


Mr. DENVER, by unanimous consent, and in || 


pursuance of previous notice, introduced a bill | 


of Indian hostilities in said State; which was read 
a first and second time, and referred to the Com- | 
mittee on Military Affairs. 


Mr. HALL, of Iowa, asked leave to introduce || 


the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of making an appropriation | 
to purchase a site and construct the necessary building for 
a custom-house and post office in the city of Keokuk, in | 

| 


the State of Iowa, 
Mr. LETCHER objected. 
And then, on motion of Mr. McMULLIN, 


the House (at half past three o’clock, p. m) 
adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, January 21, 1857. 


Prayer by Rev. Danie. Watpo, Chaplain of 
the House of Representatives. 
‘The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a report of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
communicating, in compliance with a resolution | 
of the Senate, information ag to the effect upon | 
the annual revenue of the Giscranen of the 
remission of a portion of the duties upon certain 
articles of import; which was read, and referred 
to the Committee on Finance, and ordered to be 
printed. 


NEW SENATOR. | 

Mr. GEYER presented the credentials of the | 
Hon. James Srernens Green, elected a Senator | 
by the Legislature of the State of Missouri for 


the residue of the constitutional term which com- | 


| menced on the 4th of March, 1855. 


sage from the President of the United States, | 


trausmitting a copy of a communication from 
his Excellency Andrew Johnson, Governor of 
the State of Tennessee, tendering to the Govern- 
ment of the United States five hundred acres of 
the late residence of Andrew Jackson, deceased, 
including the mansion, tomb, &c., known as the 
** Hermitage,’’ on the terms and conditions of the 
act of the L 
copy of said act. 

Mr. SNEED. I[ do not see my colleague [Mr. 


ZOLLicorrer] present, who, at the last session, 


introduced a bill in reference to this subject. I | 


move that the President’s message be referred to 
the same committee, and ordered to be printed. 

The SPEAKER. It was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, 

Mr. SNEED. Then I move that this mes- 
sage be sent to that committee, and ordered to be 
printed, 

The motion was agreed to. 


| 


| decimal coin may be put in circulation; which | alternate sections to the State o 
|| was referred to the Committee on Finance. 
egislature of said State, and also a | 


| 


i 


| 
} 


| 


| Amerigan Geographical and Statistical Society, | 


The credentials were read; and the oath pre- | 
scribed by law having been administered to Mr. | 
Green, he took his seat in the Senate. 3 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. | 

Mr. SEWARD peseenies the memorial of the 


praying that three dollar coins and three cent | 
pieces may not be issued, and that. none but | 


| 
Mr. WELLER presented the petition of George | 
Chorpenning, Jr., contractor for carrying the 
mail on routes 5066 and 12801, from California | 
to Salt Lake, for remuneration for losses sus- 
tained by Indian depredations, ard for extra 'ser- 
vices; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. STUART presented the petition of J. T. 
Wright, praying compensation for a vessel de- 


| stroyed 7 fire while employed in fhe transporta- 
f Un 


tion o ited States troops, under a contract 
with the Government; which was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 
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| MESSAGE FROM THE_HOUSE, 


| A message from the House of Re resentati 
by Mr. Cuttom, their Clerk, sameeren 
they had passed the following bills; jn which 

_he was directed to ask the concurrence of th 

| Senate: ” 

A bill CH. R. No. 415) to make an appropria 
tion for the construction of a penitentiary in the 
| Territory of Nebraska; e 

A bill (H. R. No. 212) to establish three addi. 
tional land districts in the Territory of Nebraska: 

A bill (H. R. No. 2) for the completion of mil: 
itary roads in Oregon Territory; 

A bill (H. R. No. 422) providing for the con. 
struction of a military road between Fort Steila. 
| coom and Billingham Bay, in the Territory of 

Washington; 

A bill (H. R. No. 428) making appropriations 

_ for the bridging of streams and opening roads jn 
Minnesot Territory; and 

A bill (H. R. No. 624) for extending the land 
| laws east of the Cascade Mountains, in Oregon 

and Washington Territories. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES, 


Mr. SEWARD, from the Committee on Com. 
| merce, to whom was referred the bill (S. No, 489) 
| making appropriations for the removal of Dia. 
mond Reef and seaneer Reef, in the harbor of 
New York, reported it without amendment. 

Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Revoly. 

| tionary Claims, to whom was referred the memo- 

rial of the legal representatives of Colonel Ethan 
Allen, submitted an adverse report; which was 
ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of William L. David. 
son, submitted a report, accompanied by a bill 
| for his relief; which was read, and passed to a 
second reading. The report was ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. GEYER, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, to whom was referred the bill (S. No, 
367) for the relief of William J. Appleby, clerk 
of the supreme and first district courts in Utah 
Territory, reported it without amendment, and 
that it ought not to pass. 

Mr. FISH, from the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, to whom was referred the memorial 
of Anton L. C. Portman, submitted a report, 
| accompanied by a bill (S. No. 513) for his relief; 
which was read, and passed to a second reading. 
| The report was ordered to be printed. 
| Healso, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the memorial of John H. Wheeler, 
| Submitted a report, accompanied by a bill for his 
relief; which was read, and passed to a second 
reading. The report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. STUART, from the Committee on Public 
| Lands, to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 
| 307) granting bounty land to certain officers and 
| soldiers employed in the protection of the public 
property at Baton Rouge, in the year 1836, and 
| during the Florida Indian war, reported it with- 

out amendment. 

He also, from the same committee, made ad- 

verse reports on the foliowing bills: 

A bill (S. No. 55) to grant to the State of 
| Florida a preémption right to certain lands, and 
| for other purposes; 
| A bill (8. No. 133) to provide for the sale of 
certain town lots in Wisconsin and lowa; 

A bill (S. No. 370) making a grant of lands to 
the State of California, in alternate’ sections, to 
aid in the construction of railroads in said State; 

A bill (S. No. 379) granting public lands to the 
| State of Wisconsin, to aid in the construction of 
| a railroad in said State; 


A bill (S. No. 388) 





| 





| 


ranting public lands in 
f Florida, to aid in 
the construction of a railroad from St. Augusune 
to the St. John’s river; 2 
A bill (S. No. 467) for the relief of certain set- 
tlers in the State of Iowa, and for other purposes; 
A bill (S. No. 149) to authorize the entry of cer- 
tain lands in the State of lowa by Mrs. Caroline 
Newington; and : 
A bill (S. No. 468) amendatory of an act enti- 
tled ‘An act to amend an act entitled ‘ an act for 
laying off the towns of Fort Madison and Bur- 
lington, &e., in the State of Iowa,’ and for other 
purposes,’’ approved 3d March, 1837. ; 
r. REID, from the Committee on the Dis- 
| trict of Columbia, to whom was referred the 
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stition of Thomas Fitnam, submitted an adverse the petition of John Holden; the memorial of || 
eo which was ordered to be printed. R, St. Clair Graham; the petition of Francis | 
~ Mr. STUART, from the Committee on Public McGuire; and the resolutions of the Legislaturé 
Lands, to whom was referred the bill (S. No. of New York, for the settlement of the claims 
110) for the relief of the purchasers of swamp | of officers of the revolutionary army for half 
ands from the States in which the same are || pay. : : 4 
situated, reported it with an amendment. || Mr. STUART, from the Committee on Public | 
” Mr. DOUGLAS, from the Committee on Ter- Lands, to whom were referred the memorial of 
; to whom was referred the bill (S. No. || Sallie Eola Reneau; the petition of the board of 
093) for the construction of a road from Fort | supervisors of Brown county, Wisconsin; the 
Ridgely, in the Territory of Minnesota, to the memorial of John M. Gardner; the memorial of 
South Pass of the Rocky Mountains, in the Ter- | the Legislature of lowa, presented January 2. | 
ritory of Nebraska, reported it without amend- the memorial of the General Assembly of Mis- 
ment, and asked to be discharged from its further | souri, presented February 6, 1856; the petition 
consideration. $ '| of residents of Allegh&ny county, Pennsylvania, | 
Mr. STUART._A bill of the same character, || presented December 18; the memorial of the IIli- | 
originating in the House of Representatives, was | nois State Educational Convention; and the me- | 
nassed by Congress at the last session, and has || morial of citizens of Essex county, Massachu- 
wcomealaw. I move to postpone it indefinitely, || setts, presented December 22, reported adversely 
go as to get it,off the Calendar of the Senate. || thereon. 
The motion was agreed to. || Mr. DOUGLAS. Fhe Committee on Terri- 
Mr. BROWN, from the Committee on the Dis- || tories, to whom was referred the resolution of the 
trict of Columbia, to whom was referred the peti- || Legislature of the State of California, asking for 
tion of Joseph E. Holmes and others, reported a || an appropriation equivalent to the value of such 
pill (S. No. 515) incorporating the Granite Man- || books as she would have received if she had 
yfacturing Company of Washington City; which || gone through a territorial organization previous | 
was read, and passed toa second reading. || to her admission into the Union as a State, have | 
He also, from the same committee, reported a || directed me to report back the resolution, and | 
hill (S. No. 516) to incorporate the Washington || ask to be discharged from the further consider- | 
Paper Mill Company; which was read, and passed || ation of the subject, for the reason that we know 
to a second reading. | of no books that she would have received if she 
Mr. EVANS. I am instructed by the Com- || had gone through a territorial pupilage, unless | 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims to report back a | allusion be made to the usual appropriation of 
creat number of petitions which were intended || $5,000 for a library. To give this to California 
to be provided for by the bill which the Senate, | would involve the giving of the same sum to each 
on Friday last, postponed to a day beyond the || new State. 
session. This the committee regard as tanta- || The committee were discharged. 
mount to the rejection of the bill. We therefore || On motion of Mr. BROWN, it was 
ask to be discharged from the further consider- Ordered, That the Committee on the District of Columbia 
ation of these petitions. s | be discharged from the farther consideration of the petition 
The motion was agreed to; and the committee || of John Holohan, and that it be referred to the Committee 
was discharged from the memorial of the heirs || 0 Public Buildings. 
and representatives of officers of the Old Mary- On motion of Mr. GEYER, it was 
land line; the memorial of the heirs and rep- |! Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be dis- 
resentatives of officers of the Virginia Conti- || charged from the further consideration of the petition of 
nental-Line; the memorial of the heirs and rep- || George E. Hand. 
resentatives of officers of the Massachusetts line; || On motion of Mr. DOUGLAS, it was 
the memorial of the heirs and representatives of || Ordered, That the Committee on Territories be discharged 
officers of the Pennsylvania line; the petition of || from the further consideration of the petition of FE. M. 
C. H. Gridley; the memorial of Eliza and Abby |} Joslin, and that it be referred to the Committee on Manu- 
E. Peck, of Providence, Rhode Island; two peti- || °™"es 
tions of the heirs of Joseph Morrell; the petition |; On motion of Mr. DOUGLAS, it was 
of the heirs of John S. Budd; the petition of Ordered, That the Committee on Territories be discharged 
Joseph R. Underwood, devisee of Robert Brad- || from the further consideration of the petition of Hezekiah 
dock; the petition of eee heir and legal |) aes and that it be referred to the Committee on Military 
representative of Colonel John Stewart; the peti- | ; : Ls “ ‘ é 
ian of the heirs of Samuel Adams; the petition ACKNOWLEDGMENT “ DERDS. 
of Robert H. Gray, on’ behalf of the heirs of Mr. BROWN. The Committee on the Dis- 
Colonel Allan Maclean, and others; the petition \| trict of Columbia, tqwhom was referred the bill 
of the heirs of Lemuel B. Mason; the memorial | (S. No. 475) relating to the acknowledgment of 
of Mary Fenner, only surviving child of Christo- || deeds, &c., in the District of Columbia, have 
pher Greene; the petition of the heirs of Corne- | directed me to report it back without amendment, 
lius Russell; the petition of John W. Pray, one || and recommend its passage. As the bill contains 
of the heirs of John Pray; the petition of John || but a single section, and as the subject to which 


ritorles, 
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Johnson, and other citizens of Georgia; the me- || it relates is a matter of some consequence to the 
morial of Anna Rice, heir and legal representa- || inhabitants of this District, | ask for its consider- 
tiveof Captain John Jones; the petition of Edward || atior® now. +e 

Ballard; the petition of Jacob Cooper, son of | There being no objection, the Senate proceeded, 
Apollos Cooper; additional papers relative to the || #8 in Committee of the Whole, to consider the 
memorial of the heirs of Lieutenant Colonel Uriah || bill, which provides that hereafter the acknowl- 
Forrest; the petition of John S. Ormsbee, heir ,edgment of deeds and other instruments of 





of John Spurr; the petition of Lurana Russell; || Writing relating to the conveyance of lands in the 
the petition of J. Lawton Pratt; the petition of || District of Columbia, taken by a single magis- 
Elizabeth Pinniger, one of the heirs of Thomas || trate, justice of the peace, or notary public, shall 


Samuel Miller; the petition of the heirs of 
K. Smith; the petition of Sophia Mason, heir of | 
James Means; the petition of Sarah B. Hobbins, | 
sole heir and lineal descendant of Michael Jack- 
or wan aoe of William L. eaten 
of William Merideth; the petition of David Ben- | . 
Jamin, son and heir of Libateeant Samuel Ben- | ene ee Pa ee eee ees 
Jamin; the petition of Horatio Gates Cook; the | 
petition of the heirs of Joseph Boynton; the | Ordered, That the message of the President of the United 

D. E. Hutchins, one of the || States, respecting the restoration to the British Govern- 


ohn || magistrates or justices of the peace, as now 
| required by law. 

he bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 


reading, read the third time, and passed. 


On motion of Mr. WELLER, it was 





tition of Hen 
eirs of Nathaniel Hutchins; the petition of the 
heirs of Daniel Gookin; the petition of Caleb 


Frye, one of the heirs of Nathaniel Frye; the | ; 
petition of Thomas Given; the petition of Jouephr f, -OE One SF aie remem cea ts tt OF 


; . . at os Ordered, That the- letter of the Second Auditor of the 
h Bailey; the petition of Susanna H. Burnham; | Treasury, ‘accompanied by copies of accounts for Indian 
the petition of | 


ucius Q. C. Nason and Sabina || disbursements, communicated to the Senate January 6 
Grant; the memorial of Mary E. Heard; the | 1857, be referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, an 
petition of Mary Ann S. Darby; the petition of || be printed. 

Samuel Pope; the petition of Peletiah Littlefield; '!| Mr. FISH submitted the following resolution; 


| meut of the ship Resolute, yesterday communicated to 
| the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Foreign 


Arnold; the petition of the heirs of Captain || have the same legal effect as if taken by two out amendment, ordered to be engrossed and 


| 
{ 
| the use of such submarine communication when 





eee 


which was considered by unanimous consent, and 


agreed to: 

Resolved, That the memorial of Philo 8. Shelton. which 
was referred the last session of Congress to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations, asking for action of Congr: ; 
“ Aves” or “ Shelton’s Isle’? case, together with the 
companying depositions and papers, | inted with + 

% “a shee ie 
correspondence on said case, transmitted by the Presid: nt 
to the Senate. i‘ 

WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. 


Mr. PEARCE. The Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, some two or three weeks since, sent to the 
Senate a report from the Superintendent of 
Weights nal Measures, whiclt was laid on the 
table in consequence of my absence at that time. 
I wish to move for the printing of that report, 
and also for the printing @f two thousand exira 
copies. I will remark that no report has been 


es ia the 


| made on this subject since the Ist of January, 


1848; and this report gives information of the 
progress on the subject since, with the laws of 
the different States in regard to weights and 
measures, and various other matters of interest. 
1 move that the report be printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. PEARCE. 1 now move that two thou- 
sand extra copies be printed, of which seven 
hundred and fifty shall be for the use of the 
Superintendent, 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. That motion 
will go to the Committee on Printing, under the 


1! rules. 


POST ROUTE IN IOWA. 
Mr. JONES, of Lowa, submitted the following 


|| resolution; which was considered by unanimous 


consent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committge on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
| establishing a post route from Lowa City to Cedar Rapids, 
| via North Bend, on the west side of the Lowa river, to 
Roberts’s Ferry, on said river, thence via Shelbyville and 

| Western. 


| BUSINESS OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


Mr. BROWN. I wish to notify the Senate 
this morning that I shall ask their indulgence on 
Friday to take up the business of the District of 

| Columbia. There are a number of District bills 
| now on the Calendar, and others will be reported 
| by that time. If the Senate fails to act on them 
| within the next nine or ten days, they will stand 
| no chance of getting through the Llouse of Rep- 
resentatives at this session. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 
| will remind the Senator that each Friday, until 
| the close of the session, has been appropriated to 
the Private Calendar. 

Mr. BROWN. ThenT shall ask the Senate 
| to sit on Saturday, for the consideration on that 
day of the business of the District of Columbia. 

SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION, 

Mr. PEARCE asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to bring in a joint resolution 
(S. No. 46) for the appointment of Regents of 
the Smithsonian Institution; which was read a 
first and second time by unanimous consent, and 
| considered as in Committee of the Whole. 

It provides for filling two vacancies in the Board 

| of Regents of the institution of the class other 
than members of Congress, by the reappointment 
of the late incumbents, Richard Rush, of Penn- 
sylvania, and Joseph G. Totten, of Washington, 

| District of Columbia. 

| ‘The resolution was reported to the Senate with- 





| read a third time, and it was read the third time, 
and passed. 


| OCEANIC TELEGRAPH. 


On motion of Mr. SEWARD, the Senate pro- 
ceeded, as in Committee of the Whole, to consider 
the bill (S. No. 493) toexpedite telegraphic com- 
munication for the use of the Government in its 
foreign intercourse. [t provides that the Secre- 
tary of State, in the discretion and under the 
direction of the President of the United States, 
may contract with any competent person, per- 
sons, or association, for the aid of the United 
States, in laying down a submarine cable, to con- 
nect existing telegraphs between the coast of 
Newfoundland and the coast of Ireland, and for 


established by the Government of the United 
States, on such terms and conditions as shall 


seem to the President just and reasonable. I[t is, 
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however, provided that the Government of Great 
jritain shall, before or at the same time, enter 
into a like contract for those purposes with the 
same person, persons, or association, and upon 
terms of exact equality with those stipulated by 
the United States; and that the tariff of prices 
for the use of such submarine communication by || 
the public shall be fixed by the Secretary of the 
Treasury of the United States and the Govern- 
ment of Great Britain, or its authorized agent. 
The United States is to enjoy the use of this sub- 
marine telegraph communication for a period of 
fifty years, on the same terms and conditions 
which shall be stipulated in favor of the Gov- 
ernment of Great Britain, in a contract to be 
entered into. 

Mr. COLLAMER. 4 desire to have the papers 
accompanying the bill read. 

The Secretary read the following documents: 
To the Senate of the United States: 


as will secure authority to detail a steamship for this pur- 
pose, so that the glory of accomplishing what has been 
justly styled “ the crowning enterprise of the age,’’ may be 
divided between the greatest and freest Governments on 
the face of the globe. 
With great respect, we have the honor to be, sir, your 
must obedient servants, 
PETER COOPER, 
. President. 
M. O. ROBERTS, 
MOSES TAYLOR, 
WILSON G. HUNT, 
Directors. 
The Presipent of the United States. 


Treasury CuamBers, November 20, 1856. 


Sir: Having laid before the Lagds Commissioners of Her 
Majesty’s Treasury your letter of the 13th ultimo, addressed 
to the Earl of Clarendon, requesting, on behalf of the New 
York, Newfoundland, and London Telegraph Company 
certain privileges and protection in regard to the line of 
telegraph which it is proposed to establish between New- 
foundland and Ireland, | am directed by their lordships to 
acquaint you that they are prepafed to enter into a contract 

In compliance with a resolution of the Senate of the 23d || with the said telegraph company, based upon the following 
instant, requesting the President to communicate “to the | conditions, viz: 

Senate, if not incompatible with the public interest, such 1. It is understood that the capital required to lay down 
information as he may have concerning the present condi- | the line will be (£350,000) three hundred and fifty thou- 
tion and prospects of a proposed plan for connecting, by || sand pounds. , 
fubmarine wires, the magnetic telegraph lines on this con- 2. Her Majesty’s Government engage to furnish the aid 
tinent and Europe,’ [ transmit the accompanying report | of ships to take what soundings may still be considered 
from the Secretary of State. needful, or to verify those already taken; and favorably to 
consider any request that may be made to furnish aid by 
their vessels in laying down the cable. 

3. The British Government, from the time of the com- 
pletion of the line, and so long as it shall continue in work- 
ing order, undertakes to pay at the rate of (£14,000) four- 


FRANKLIN PIERCE, 
Wasuinotron, December 29, 1856. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Wasuineton, December 26, 1856. 

The Secretary of State, to whom was referred the reso- 
lution of the Senate of the 23d instant, requesting the 
President “to communicate to the Senate, if not incom 
petite with the public interést, such information as he may 
ave concerning the present condition and prospects of a 
proposed plan for connecting, by submarine wires, the 
magnetic telegraph lines on this continent and Europe,”’ 
has the honor to lay before the President a copy of a letter 
of the 15th instant, which he has also referred to this 
Department, addressed to him by the president and directors 
of the New York, Newfoundland, and London Telegraph 


Company. W. L. MARCY, 4. That the British Government shall have a priority in 
The Presipent of the United States. the conveyance of their messages over all others, subject 
ons || to the exception only of the Government of the United 
| States, in the event of their entering into an arrangement 
with the telegraph company similar in principle to that of 
the British Government, in which case the messages of the 
two Governments shall have priority in the order in which 

| they arrive at the stations. 

5. ‘That the tariff of charges shall be fixed with the con- 
sent of the Treasury, and shall not be increased, without 
such consent being obtained, so long as this contract lasts. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

JAMES WILSON. 


Cyrus W. Fievp, Esq., 37 Jermyn street. 


Mr. HUNTER. The bill, in its present shape, 
is altogether indefinite. It certainly requires 
steamship Atlantic, from Cyrus W. Field, Esq., vice pres- || amendment. It leaves the whole matter to the 
ident of this company. As the work has been prosecuted || discretion of the President. He may enter into 
thus far with American capital, aided by the efforts of your ||,» contract bindine the United States to expend 
administration to ascertain the feasibility of the enterprise, hat he viease Ss les » lienit wht hin 
it is the earnest desire of the directors to secure to the || W24t he pleases. | ure y, some limit ought to be 
Government of the United States equal privileges with placed on the bill. The dgument which has 
those stipulated for by the Brush Government. To this just been read shows that the British Govern- 
desire the lords commissioners of the Treasury have ac- ment are to pay £14,000, or $70,000 a year for 

the use of the telegraph. I think some limitation 


the work done on behalf of the Government, in the con- 
veyance outward and homeward of their messages. This 
payment to continue until the net profits of the company 
are equal to a dividend of six pounds per cent., when the 
payment shall be reduced to (£10,000) ten thousand pounds 
a year, for a period of twenty-five years. 

It is, however, understood that if the Government mes- 
| Sages in any year shall, at the usual tariff rate charged to the 
| public, amount to a larger sum, such additional payment 

shall be made as is equivalent thereto. 


Orrice or THE New York, NEwrounpdLanp, 
anv LONDON TELEGRAPH COMPANY, 

New York, December 15,1856. 
Sir: The undersigned, directors of the New York, New- 
foundland, and London Telegraph Company, have the 
honor to inform you that contracts have been made for the 
manufacture of the submarine telegraphic cable to con- 
nect the continents of Europe and America; and that it 
is expected to have the line between New York and Lon- 
don open for business by the 4th July, 1857. A com- 
munication to this etfect having been laid before the Lords 
Commissioners of her Britannic Majesty’s Treasury, elicited 
a reply, of which we have now the bonorto submit to you 
an official copy, just received by the United States mail 


ceded in the most liberal spirit, by providing ‘ That the 
British Governmentshall have a priority in the conveyance 
of their messages over all others, subject to the exception 
only of the Government of the United States, in the event 
of their entering into an arrangement with the telegraph 
company similar in principle to that of the British Govern- 
ment,in which case the messages of the two Governments 
shall have priority in the order in which they arrive at the 
stauions.”’” M view of the great international interests of 
this Government, and the constant occurrence of grave 
questions, in the solution of which time will be an essential 
element, we cannot doubt that the reservation made in 
favor of the United States will be deemed of great moment. 
We therefore hasten to communicate the facts to you, and 
to request, in view of the fact that the’ present Congress | 
will soon terminate its existence, and that the cable will | 
be laid, if no accident prevents, before the new Congress 
commences its session, that you will take such action in 
the premises as you may deem the interests of this Gov- 
ernment to require. 

The company will enter into a contract with the Gov- 
ernment of the United States on the same terms and con 
ditions as it has made with the British Government; such 
a contract will, we suppose, fall within the provisions of 
the Constitution in regard to postal arrangements, of which 
this is only a new and improved form. 

We have the honor, also, to call your attention to the 


dent may make in regard to this scheme; other- 
wise the United States may be embarked in it to 
-an extent far beyond what would be proper. I 
| suggest to the friends of the bill that it ought to 
be amended. 
Mr. COLLAMER. I will state briefly what 
| the difficulty is in that respect. The bill expressly 
provides that the President shall be limited to the 
terms which the British Government make. It 
is not without limitation. That limitation is in 
the bill. The proposition of the Lords Commi8- 
sioners of the British Treasury is to pay a certain 
per cent. on the cost of the work, amounting to 
£14,000. The grant is limited so as not to ex- 
ceed five per cent. of the expense of laying the 
| telegraph down; and that percentage is calculated 
| to amount to £14,000. It is stipulated by the 
|, Commissioners of the Treasury that if the British 
Government send messages over the line in any 
aceaet ae _ee letter of the Lord» Commissioners, || one year which, at the price charged to the com- 
» the , effect : {| 
tot Ths perenas oe ini wechininn thee Gone il munity, would exceed £14,000, they are to make 
of ships to take whot soundings may still be considered allowance for the excess. There isa difficulty 
needful, or to verify these #iready taken, and favorably to || in limiting the bill to $70,000, or £14,000, with- 


consider any request that may be made to furnish aid by || out any othercondition. It may be that the price 
their vessels in laying down the cable.” | 


Weare informed that no private steamships now built | of carryin the messages of the Government, at 
are adapted to laying a cable of such dimensions as is pro- |, the rates charged to the community at large, will 
posed ca be weed, bas that the warsteamers recently finished || exceed the sum of $70,000 a year. The bill is 

y our Government are arranged to the very bestadvantage | drawn up in such a manner as to limit the Presi- 


for this purpose. . : a . 
To avoid failure in laying the cable, it is desirable to use ! dent. e is not to exceed the price stipulated in 
every precaution, and we therefore have the honor to re- || the contract made by the British Government, 


quest that you will make such recommendation to Congress || and we are to have al! the rights which that Gov- 


ought to be put on the contract which the Presi- | 
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teen thousand pounds a year, being at the rate of four per | 
cent. on the assumed capital,as a fixed remuneration for | 





| are confined to those conditions. 





~ January 21, 


I apprehend, 


express stip. 


= 
| ernment may possess. Gentlemen, 
| will see the difficulty of inserting an 
ulation, that the sum paid to this company ghs) 
| not exceed $70,000, unless the messazes ai = 
common price charged to the community should 
| exceed that sum, and also the other conditions 
stated in the terms of the Commissioners of a 
British Treasury. That is already done ens 


: suffi. 
| ciently by the general terms of the bill. [ think 
it stands limited without an amendment ineras. 


| ing the specific items themselves. Ido not think 
the bill is liable to the danger of unlimited oy. 
| penditure, as the gentleman from Virginia Sup- 
| poses. 
| Mr. HUNTER. IfI understand the bill, tj. 
|| President may contribute anything in the way 
|| of aid to make this submarine line of telegranh 
| which the British Goverament may. ‘It will then 
be in the power of the Governments to lay it 
down themselves. There is no limitation y 
the President in regard to that. If is left to 
President of the United States and the British 
| Government, if they choose, to go to all the ex. 
| pense of carrying on this work. That is a powor 
| conferred by the bill, if I understand it. 1k js tp 
| contribute such aid as the President thinks proper 
without limitation. My own opinion is, that 
|| while we can pay the company after they Jay 
| down the work, for the use of the line, in order to 
transmit communications to and fro, which may 
| be indispensable to the Government, we ought not 
to embark in the actual enterprise itself; that is, 
|| in the construction of the line. I think it ought 
|| to be done by a private company. Let the Govy- 
/ernments pay, if they choose, for the use of the 
line, in order to secure such Communication as 
| may be indispensable between the two continents, 
| or the means of communication; but I am unyill- 
|| ing to unite this Government to the private com- 
| pany which is to lay down the telegraph line. 
I] r. COLLAMER. I do not understand that 
| anything is to be contributed by either Govern- 
ment to the company. The whole matter is 
nothing more nor less than this: the company 
desire to have some sort of security before they 
make their great outlay, in order that they may 
_ have some return for the capital invested. 
| Mr. HUNTER. The Senator will allow me 
| to read a clause from the bill. It is: 

‘“‘That the Secretary of State, in the discretion and under 
the direction of the President, may contract with any com- 
| petent person or persons or association for the aid of the 
United Stages in laying down a submarine cable,” &c. 

Mr. COLLAMER. But if the Senator will 
read the whole bill, and look at the limitations 
which it contains, and then refer to the conditions 
imposed by the British Government, he will see 
| that the President and Secretary of the Treasury 
Here is their 
proposition in writing, which has been read, 

| showing what the British Government are to do. 
| ‘They tell the company, ‘* You say it will cost 
you £350,000, and the Government will pay you 
four per cent. for so long a time. If the work 
you do for us amounts to that sum, we will pay 
it, but we do not agree to advance anything or 
give any assistance but this assurance, that if the 
| telegraph operates when you lay it down you 
shall have four per cent. on the cost.” 
Mr. BENJAMIN. The bill binds us to give 
| such aid as the British Government have already 
_ agreed to give; but if the British Government 
should change its plan, and engage in building 
the line altogether, we should be compelled to 
join them under the terms of the bill. 

Mr. COLLAMER. The bill was based en- 
_tirely on the proposition which came from the 
Lords Commissioners of the British Treasury. 
If gentlemen are willing to agree to what the 
British Government has agreed to, I have no ob- 
jection to limiting the bill in that manner. 

Mr. RUSK. The proposition which has been 
read to the Senate was laid before the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads, as coming 
from the British Government; and I presume, 88 
a matter of course, it is the arrangement really 
made. None’éf the dangers that are apprehended 
are likely to occur, in my judgment. A propo- 
sition was submitted by the company, asking for 
the aid of the British Government, and an answet 
was received from that Government agreeing to 
furnish the aid of ships in laying down the wire, 
and to pay a sum not exceeding £14,000 for the 
use of the work when completed. In other words, 
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a . will secure to the company an amount equal 
: four per cent. upon what on said would be 
7 ve ital required to complete the work, Then 
» on ,ose to do precisely what the British Gov- 
= a hasdone. They have made certain stip- 
eae as to having the use of the telegraph; and 
vs those stipulations they provide that they shall 
have the preference over every one that may want 
to use the line, except the Government of the 
United States. This leaves an opening, and was 
doubtless intended to do so, to permit the Gov- 
ernment of the United States to contribute equally 
with the British Government in aiding the line, 
and then having an equal use of it. . 


In the first place, 


er! : 
proposition made by the parties, and accepted 


by the British Government. They would not be 
likely to change it without consulting the Gov- 


ernment of the United States, because they seem | 


to desire that the Government of the United States 


think there is no danger | 
of the contract being changed by the British Gov- || 
iment, especially when it has been based on a || 


should be put on precisely the same footing with | 


themselves. : . 
exactly on the same footing; and it places the 


The bill puts the two Governments | 


whole power in regard to this contract, on our | 


part, in the hands of the President. : 
experiment, and a very important experiment. 
The amount which it is likely to take from the 
Treasury of the United States will be only $70,000 


a year. 


It is an | 


Mr. SEWARD. Allow me to interrupt the | 


honorable Senator for one moment. I think, if 


this isto be the most serious objection to the bill, | 


proposing 


I can remove all objection to it by ( 
jection. It 


amendments calculated to meet the o 


is only a matter of detail; and if the honorable | 


chairman will allow me, I will read the amend- 
ments I propose to offer to remove the objection. 
The first is: after the words ‘* just and reason- 
able,”’ in the eleventh line, to insert: 


Not exceeding $70,000 per annum, until the net profits | 


of such person or persons or association shall be equal to 
adividend of six per cent. per annum, and then not ex- 
ceeding $50,000 per annum for twenty-five years, 

This amendment brings it down to the propo- 
sition already made. I propose, also, a further 
amendment at the close of the bill: 


| 


Provided further, That the contract so to be made by the | 
British Government shall not be different from that already | 


proposed by that Government to the New York, Newfound- 
land, and London Telegraph Company. 


This amendment narrows the bill down to the 


very proposition now made by the British Gov- | 


ernment. Details were avoided in the framing 
of the bill. Take these two amendments to- 


gether, and they remove all the objections to the 


bill which have thus far been made. 

Mr. RUSK. 
proposes, in its present shape, only $70,000 a year 
for a very important experiment, about which 
it is unnecessary for me to speak to the Senate. 
Every one can see that it is of great importance. 
With a reasonable probability of success in an 
enterprise of this description, calculated to pro- 
duce such beneficial results, I should be willing 
to vote $200,000. 

I shall vote against the amendments proposed 
by the Senator from New York, because I appre- 
hend no danger from the billin its present shape. 
| think that the Government of Great Britain, 


ina matter of this description, would make no | 


change in the contract not absolutely necessary 


for the reasonable completion of the work. Be-'! 


sides, I have full confidence in the President of 
the United States. { should have full confidence 
in almost any President of the United States, 
that he weld, not use a power of this kind for 
the purpose of reaching the Treasury. I do not 
regard it as an ordinary case, where we should 
throw great guards around the exercise of Exec- 
ulive power. . 

As the papers which have been read show, 
this is an experiment. A portion of the ships 
of the United States are to be used in it. The 
British Government propose to furnish ships for 
laying down the cable; and we, I take it for 
panel, will do the same thing. I do not know 

ow this experiment may turn out. If may hap- 
pen that it may become necessary in the recess 
of Congress to make some change in the con- 
tract; and, so far as I am concerned, I have no 
doubt the British Government will stand up to 
the contract which they have proposed to make, 


I was going to say that the bill 


THE 


| of this description. 


| of our obligation. 


| original bill. 














and not alter its terms for the purpose of getting | the amendments be 


an advantage overus. If they were to do so— | 
it is a thing not reasonably to be supposed —I 

have full confidence in the President in a matter 

If the amendments offered 

by the Senator from New York be adopted, I 

shall still vote for the bill, but I prefer to vote for 

it without amendment. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I regret that the Senator 
from Texas cannot vote for the amendments of 
the Senator from New York. If the amend- 
ments should be adopted, the proposition will be 
precisely what the Senator from Texas under- 
stands it to be without theamendments. What, 
then, is the objection to their adoption? As the 
bill now stands, it is liable to the objection which 
has been made of uncertainty as to the amount 
It may be that the proposi- 
tion which Great Britain has made, and which it 


| 18 our intention to accede to, may be varied, and 


our obligations increased to an indefinite extent 
under the authority given tothe President by the 
It is desirable to know precisely 
what our obligations are to be, and I think they 
should be specified on the face of the bill. 

For one, | am willing to agree to the proposi- 
tionto pay a sum not exceeding $70,000 a year 


| for the services which this telegraphic company 


propose to render our Government under the 
circumstances; but I am not willing to authorize 
the President of the United States to makgan in- | 
definite contract, with no limitation but his own 
discretion. I prefer to specify on the face of the 
bill the extent of our obligations. We shall thus 
avoid the objections that have been made. I 
hope the friends of this measure will vote for the 
amendments of the Senator from New York, and 
thus remove the uncertainty which now appears 
on the face of the bill. 

Mr. SEWARD. I think, if the Senator from 
Texas will reconsider his opinion, he will find that | 
we do not probably impair the probability of get- 
ing this great enterprise accomplished, by adopt- 
ing the amendments I have proposed. I wish to 
remark that this wire required to be laid down 
is already made. The whole enterprise has here- | 
tofore been conducted with American capital. On 
the 4th of July next, if this bill shall pass, there 


will be, for all practical purposes, an electric || 


girdle around the world. All that is wanted is to 
pass this bill. All that this bill proposes is just | 
what the British Government has agreed to do. | 
It is proposed to use the vessels belonging to the | 
United States Navy,and the British Government 
has agreed to lend vessels belonging to the British 
Navy, for the purpose of laying the wire. The | 
reason for this requisition is, that there is not | 
in the commercial marine of either country such 
steam vessels as agggadapted to spinning out this 
wire along the bott6m of the Atlantic ocean. 
Further, the British Government agrees to pay, | 
provided we will agree to pay a sum not exceed- 


| ing fourteen thousand pounds sterling, which, at 


four dollars and eighty cents to the pound, is | 
something less than seventy thousand dollars a 
year, for the use of the telegraphic wire. The bill 
proposes that we pay the same sum for the like | 
use. These payments to continue until the per- 

sons laying the wire shall, by the tariff to be | 
agreed upon by the two countries, secure profits 

equal to six per cent. per annum; and then the 

annual payments to be made for the use of the 

wire by each Government are to be reduced to 

ten thousand pounds, or something less than 

fifty thousand dollars a year. That is all there 

is of jt. 

With respect to the suggestions made by the 
honorable Senator from Virginia, I have framed 
two amendments which will exactly limit this 
bill to the proposition which has been made by 
the British Government to the company, and 


which the company have not accepted, because | 


they wait for the action of this Government, but 
which they are prepared to accept, provided we 
make the same contract with them. if we do not 
make this contract, the British Government will 


have the priority of messages, and we will have | 


to pay according to the tariff they establish. If 
we make this contract, each party will have pri- 
ority eae as its messages arrive first at 
the office of the telegraph company. Will the 
honorable Senator from Texas waive his objec- 
tion to the amendments? 


Mr. RUSK. I do not care particularly whether | 
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adopted or not; but I shall 
| vote against them. 


The amendments were agreed to. 

Mr. HUNTER. There is another matter 
which seems to me to require some safeguards. 
Both the termini of this telegraphic line are in the 

| British dominions. | What security are we to 

| have that in time of war we shall have the use of 
the telegraph as well as the British Government ? 
I see nothing in the bill to secure it. I think that 
is a matter which we ought to look to. 

Mr. SEWARD. It appears not to have been 
contemplated by the British Government—and I 
hope they proceeded rationally when they made 
this proposition to this telegraphic company—that 
there would ever be any interruption of the ami- 
cable relations between th® two countries. There- 
fore nothing was proposed in their contract for 
the contingency of war. When this question first 
came up, that difficulty presented itself to my 
mind,and I suggested to the telegraphic company 
that it ought to be the subject of a treaty between 

I sent them 
to the President of the United States and the Sec- 
retary of State for the purpose of seeing whether 
the whole matter could not be regulated by a 
treaty which would secure provision for the con- 
tingency of war; but such negotiations and other 

| difficulties would protract the whole affair until 

| after the 4th of July, which is after this session. 
The papers were returned to the Senate without 

| any notice of the question now raised concerning 

| the contingency of war, or, indeed, any other, by 
the President, and now the question, arises what 
shall be done? 

That the two termini are both in the British 

| dominions is true; but it is equally true that there 

| is no other terminus on this continent where it is 


|| practicable to make that communication except 


in the British dominions. We have no domin- 
ions on the other side of the Atlantic ocean. 
There is no other route known on which the tel- 
egraphic wire could be drawn through the ocean 
so as to find a proper resting-place or anchorage 
| except this. The distance on this route is seven- 
teen hundred miles. It is not even known that 
the telegraphic wire will carry the fluid with suf- 
ficient strength to communicate across those sev- 
enteen hundred miles. That is yet a scientific 
experiment, and the company are prepared to 
make it. 

In regard to war, all the danger there is is this: 
Therg 3s a hazard of war at some future time, 
and I have to say, whatever arrangements we 
might make, war would break them up. At least, 
war would probably break them up. There can 
be no stipulation of treaty that would save us the 
benefit desired. The probability is, if we ever 
get into a war with Great Britain—which I hope 
may never happen—we shall then have to strike 
for one of the two terminations, if not both, in 
| order to secure to ourselves the benefit of it. In 
the mean time, if this intercourse shall be sus- 
pended, in such case certainly we shall not have 
to pay for it after war is declared. According to 
the theory of the bill, the British Government 
will have to pay the whole expense, and we shall 


| 


|| be as well off as now. 


A delay would throw the matter over another 
| year, and postpone the whole system. My own 
tee is, that after the telegraphic wire is once 
| laid, there will be no more war between the 
| United States and Great Britain. I think it will 
| result, after some years—some centuries, perhaps, 
or half centuries—in reducing the expense of 
diplomatic intercourse, as well as preventing war. 
| I believe that whenever such a connection as this 
shall be made, we diminish the chances of war, 
| and diminish them in such a degree that it is not 
necessary to take them into consideration at the 
| present moment. ; 
I have only one other word on that subject, 
| and that is, that the use of this telegraph in time 
of war, if it should come, is a proper subject for 
treaty. The spirit manifested between the two 
| countries is such as to make it not less probable 
than desirable, on the one part as the other, that 
| it can be regulated by treaty after this bill shall 
| have port 
| Mr. HUNTER. 
| that the millennium was as near at hand as the 
| Senator from New York seems to suppose; but 
| 





I should be glad to think 


as I am unwilling to trust to his promises and 
vaticinations in that regard, I should like to see 
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some substantial guarantee in the bill by which |! ica is of vital importance to us. It is the pathwa 


the United States should be able to secure to 
themselves the same advantages in time of war as 
the British Government will possess. This is an 
arrangement between twocountries; itcommences 


in the shape of legislation; and I think we ought | 


at least to throw around it such safeguards as to 
secure to the United States an equal participation 
in its use during war. It will not do to say that 
we can send our ships to cut the telegraphic 
wires. Flere is an immense capital that would 
be de troyed. There ought to c some means 
provided by which the United States can secure 
to themselves the use of this communication in 
time of war as well as Great Britain. Otherwise, 
we are contributing, ang contributing largely, to 
place in her possession the superiority, so far as 
the rapid dispatch of communication is concerned, 
over us in time of war, which I should be unwill- 
ing to do 

Mr. WELLER. War would abrogate the con- 
tract any how. 

Mr. HUNTER. 


| 


There is a certain class of | 


treaties which are good in time of war; such as | 


that for the 
Central America. 
there be war or not. Surely, it isin the power 


endure notwithstanding war between them. 


Mr. RUSK. There is this difficulty about any || 


amendment to the bill, looking to that point: We 


are notcontracting with the British Government, || 


and [ ask the honorable Senator from Virginia if 
he supposes that we can contract with a company 
to guaranty rights to us in case we should be at 
war with Great Britain ? 

Mr. HUNTER. IL suppose we can defer the 
contract until, by treaty, we make an agreement 
with Great [britain on this point. 

Mr. RUSK. That delay would be the defeat 
of the bill. 

Mr. HUNTER. Then to pass the bill is to 
give the British Government these advantages. 
~ Mr. RUSK. I do not think so. We could 
cut the wire in two or three liours if we were to 
goto war. I think it will be a grest means of 
wreventing war. 

Mr. CASS. I wish to suggest whether the 
bill may not be amended by adding a proviso 
that no money shall be expended until we have 
reccived assurances from the British Government 
that this communication shall be free to us as 
well in war as in peace. Otherwise it is very 
manifest, as the honorable Senator from Virginia 
says, that we are building up a means of rapid 
communication for the British in time of war 
which we cannot use at the very time when we 
may most need it. It seems to me such a proviso 
could be inserted in the bill and not delay the 
work. 

Mr. PUGH. I rise for the purpose of offering 
such an amendment as the Senator from Mich- 
gan has suggested: 

Provided, That Utis act shall not take effect until a treaty 
shall have been concluded and ratified between the Gov- 
ernments of Great Britain and the United States, whereby 
euch portions of the British possessions in North America 
as command the western terminus of the said submarine 
telegraph shall have been subjected to the principle of 
neutralization adopted in the convention relative to Cen- 
tra! America, signed at Washington on the 19th of April, 
1850, and such other convention supplementary thereto as 
may be ratified hereatter. 

I am sorry that this billis pressed to a vote at 
this time. am very much afraid that it is an- 
other Goilins-line scheme in disguise; I am very 


much atraid that we are asked to vote public || 
money to a private corporation for carrying on its | 


business, and that no benefit will ever result to this 
Government. In time of war, confessedly, this 
communication will not only be entirely useless to 
us, but in the last degree injurious. In time of 
peace, the amount of money which we stipulate 
to pay under this bill is more than will suffice to 
send al! the dispatches we need send to our min- 
isters abroad in England and in France. The 
Government of Great Britain can well afford to 
pay this sam of money. She has a line of col- 
onies and possessions bordering the whole of our 
northern States. This is a communication be- 
tween one and another portion of her own domin- 
ions, assessential to her as a telegraphic commu- 
nication between Great Britain and Ireland. 

But, sir, what is our situation? Central Amer- 


neutralization of the route across | 
I apprehend there are obliga- | 
tions in that treaty which would last whether | 





| 
| 


| in relation to Newfoundland and those portions 
of two nations to make compacts which shall | 


|| here for us to vote an equal amount of money 


|ations of the character which have just been || come to look at it, is absurd, because it is impos- 














from the Atlantic to our Pacific possessions. We 
| have been led by the diplomacy of Great Britain, | 
| erroneously in my humble judgment, to interpose | 
|| there an invincible obstacle to our commerce in 
|| peace and to our arms in war, by the so-called 
'| Clayton-Bulwerconvention. That which isessen- 
| tial to us we have allowed Great Britain to thrust 
| herself in, and to dictate to us the terms on which | 
| we shall hold communication with a part of this 
. Republic. Now*we propose to arm her with 
| power in time of war to send telegraphic com- 
munications from London to attack and lay waste 
the whole of the northern States of this Republic. 
In case of war, the first thing which this Gov- 
ernment must do is to send an expedition to New- 
foundland, to cut off the telegraph. It then be- 
comes an act of the highest self-defense for us to 
put a stop to this thing. We shall have'to fit out 
an expedition for that purpose. We shall have 
to invade their country for the express purpose 
of taking out of their hands this enormous engine. 
I cannot see—I speak frankly—how, to this Gov- 
| ernment, as a Government, this scheme can be 
of any service; and I certainly never can vote for 
it in any shape, until we have secured from the 
Government of Great Britain the same doctrine 


| 
j 
| 


a 


_of her possessions which command the western 
terminus of this line, which we have applied to 
CentraleAmerica—that she shall neutralize that 
_ territory; that she shall not exercise control over 
it; that she shall not have it in her power by her 
officers to take possession of this terminus of the | 
telegraph. 

I may be in error in these conclusions; but it 
seems to me that when a proposition is brought 


with the English Government to establish this 
telegraph, it behooves us to consider what this 
engine will amount to in time of war, and what | 


benefit it will confer on us in time of peace. As || 





for the commercial advantages in time of peace, 
| I do not deny that they will be very great; but I | 
cannot, for the sake of commercial advantages | 
in time of peace, sacrifice the essential safety of | 
the people in time of war. I hope, therefore, that | 
my amendment will be adopted. 
Mr.SEWARD. I beg to suggest, for the con- 
| sideration of the honorable member from Ohio, 
| that his amendment would not reach his object. 
If the British Government wanted to establish 


_ cut off the wire there, but would cut it off at the 
foot of the Tower stairs in London. If the British 


ession of one end | 
_of it any way, even if we stipulate for free use | 
| of the western end. ‘ 

Let us see where we are? What shall we gain | 
by refusing to enter into this agreement? If we | 
do not make it, the British Government has only | 
to add £10,000 sterling more annually, and they | 

| have the whole monopoly of this wire without 
| any stipulation whatever—not only in war but in 
| peace. If we make this contract with the com- 


pany, we at least secure the benefit of it in time 
| of peace, and we postpone and delay the dangers 
of war. Ifthere shall ever be war, it would ab- | 
rogate all treaties that can be made in regard to 
| this subject, unless it be true, as the honorable 


Senator from Virginia thinks, that treaties can 
be made which will be regarded as obligatory by 
| nations in time of war. If so, we have alk the | 
advantages in time of peace, for the purpose of | 
| making such treaties hereafter, without the least 
reason to infer that there would be any reluétance 
on the part of the British Government to enter 
into that negotiation with us, if we should desire 
to do so. In the mean time, the delay would 
protract and endanger the completion of this en- 
terprise, and throw it back. he wire is ready, 
| except thata national vessel is wanted for the 
purpose of laying it. It involves no expense—no 
| contribution on the part of the United States. 
The British Government, if it had such a disposi- 


i 
} 





certainly have proposed to monopolize all this 
telegraphic line, instead of proposing to divide 


| 
} 


it. 
| Mr. HALE. I have an objection to consider- 


|| spoken of on subjects of this kind. 


this telegraph to our prejudice in time of war, | 
they probably would not dispatch vessels from | 
Great Britain to the coast of Newfoundland to | 


tion as the honorable Senator supposes, would 
| 
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me that the war spirit and the conti 
war are brought in a little too often u 
of legislation which have no necessary connec 
_tion with them. If we are to be governed hy 

considerations of that sort, they would paralyz 
_all improvement; they would stop the blest en 

propriations for commerce; they would at Pe 
neutralize that policy which sets our dilied 
steamers afloat. Nobody pretends that the . 
tercourse which is kept up between Great Britain 
and this country by our ocean steamers would 
be continued in time of war; nor the communi. 
cation with France or other nations. 

If we are deterred for that reason, we shall be 
| pursuing a policy that will paralyze improye. 

ments on those parts of the coast which lie con. 
tiguous to the lakes. The city of Detroit wijj 
have to be abandoned, beautiful and progressive 
| as it is, because in time of war the mansions of 

her citizens there lie within the range of British 
guns. 

Mr. CASS. Do not be afraid about that. 

Mr. HALE. I confess this consideration 
struck me very forcibly when I visited that beay. 
trful city in 1848, and reflected that the candidate 
of the Democratic party for the Presidency lived 
directly within the range of British guns in the 
city of Detroit. [Laughter.]} 

f we are to be governed by considerations of 
this sort, all great enterprises will be paralyzed, 
because the question is brought up— What if 
war takes place???’ I do not care. What will 
the suspension bridge at Niagara be good for in 
atime of war? If the British cut off their end of 
it, our end wi!l not be worth much. So it wil] 
be with all these improvements. I am not going 
to vaticinate, or prophesy, or indulge in antici. 
nations of the Millennium, but I do not believe 
it was the object of Providence, in creating this 
world and placing us here, that we should be in 
a soutional state of warfare. My friend from 
Georgia [Mr. Toomss] thinks it is a mistake, 
and that war is the natural state. Well, sir, we 
are coming to the spiritual state. [Laughter.] 
| We do not mean to live in the natural state any 
longer. 

Sir, we have got on for more than forty years 
without a war with Great Britain. I have no 
great doubt that we shall live forty years more 
without a war with Great Britain. I believe that 
among the things which will bind us together in 
peace this telegraphic wire will be one of the most 
potent. It will bind the two countries together 
literally with cords of iron that will hold us in the 
bonds of peace. 1am not one of those who are 





|| to hesitate about this if it is demonstrated, and I 
|| Government do not mean —_ we shall have any | 
|| benefit of it, they will have p 


believe it is, that it will be useful and valuable-in 
peace, subservient to the great cause of the ad- 
vancement of civilization and the diffusion of 


|| information. Irepudiate entirely the policy which 
|| refuses to adopt it because in time of war it may 


| be interrupted. Such a policy as that would drive 
| us back toa state of barbarism. It would destroy 
the spirit of progress; it would retard improve- 
ment; it would paralyze all the advances which 
are making us a more civilized, and a more in- 
formed and a better people than the one which 
preceded us. 
For these reasons I am in favor of the bill; and 
_ I would be for it if I were certain that, in time of 
| war, we never could use the telegraph at all. [ 
do.not believe we can. I do not think you can 
make any sort of treaty by which the British 
Government will consent, if ever war should 
come, that our operators may go to Newfound- 
land or Nova Scotia, and send our messages 
over this wire. Suppose you do make a treaty; 
ou must have at the other end of the wire, in 
reland, in the empire of Great Britain, in order 
to make this treaty good for anything, somebody 
sworn to keep secret any communication that we 
may make. We may send our communications 
to Pietand, notifying some of our agents there 
of some warlike preparation that we want to 
make; and the idea is entertained here that we 
shall have a sworn agent in Great Britain, who 
will keep our secrets, and send our messages, 
and farther our warlike purposes against Great 
Britain. No, sir, the idea is utterly absurd in 
itself. 1 do not mean that it is absurd as it comes 
from anybody else’s mouth. I desire to be 
courteous; but I say that the idea, when you 
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sible. It cannot be done. You may make as | inasmuch as I doubt not they will vote the money | 
many treaties as you uray! you may combine | for this or almost any other projet that anybody 
— jetters of the alphabet into amney. possible || presents. 

oe and make your treaty just as bindingas| In the first place, we have not the interest 


you please. To make it practical you must have |, which England has in this matter, and she ought 
an agent at the other end of the line in Great to pay more than us. She has vast possessions 
Britain, sworn to keep your warlike secrets. Do || on this continent, with which it is very import- 
you not see, SIT, that it cannot bedone? If you | ant for her tocommunicate, as it is for us to com- 


municate with the whole of our own country by 


mean to prepare for war, this is not a war meas- | 
wre. it cannot be made subservient to the pur- | our own lines. It is much more important to us 


soses of this Government in war, and is not cal- |, to secure, as we have been endeavoring to do for 
~ulatgd or intended for anything of that sort. | several years, a communication between our At- 
The great qitestion 1s, 18 it a measure of peace, || lantic and Pacific coasts, than to communicate 
and progress, and information? As it of the char- | with the British coast. I do not see that the war 
acter of our post office and our inland telegraph? | question which is urged has much to do with | 
If it be 80, Jet us take it on its merits as u peace | this measure, because, whatever you may agree | 
measure, and admit—I will, for my humble self, | to in time of peace, war generally breaks up | 
as a friend and advocate of the bill—thaw it has | treaties, and breaks up provisions for the neu- | 
no merits as a War measure, and cannot, by pos- | tralization of certain points. You may make 
sibility, be made subservient to that end. || treaties a hundred times when the two nations 
Mr. BUTLER. I was out of the Senate |) are in good humor; but when they get to fighting, 
Chamber when this subject was taken up, and I || nobody pays any attention to them. This has 
do not suppose that I understand all that has been always been the case, and it ought to be so. 
eaid in relation to it; but 1 understand enough | In the second place, as a Government, I do not 
to satisfy me that [ shall not vote for the bill with |, see that we have any Interest at all in this pro- 
the amendment or without the amendment. In| posed telegraph. It surely is not necessary to 
regard to telegraphic lines of communication in || the war power. I think gentlemen are unfortu- 
our own country | have remarked, that so long |, nate in giving up that feature, because that seems 
as they serve the purpose of conveying private | to be a power under cover of which you can do 


and desirable intelligence from one part of the | many things that cannot be done otherwise. If | 


Union to the other, they do very well; but where || it is not necessary as a war measure, the Govern- 
there is an interest to pervert the intelligence to | ment has no power by which she can f€cilitate 
subserve party ends, and selfish ends, particularly | the ordinary business of this country according 
in commerce, this means is invariably resorted | to my principle. If it is a useful scherme for 
to. Ido not know anything that personifies || commerce, the commercial intercourse is -very 


rumor better than one of these telegraphic com- |, great between this country and England, and can | 


munications. Its reports may be true or not. It || pay for it. I have no hostility to it. I am well 


is, in my Opinion, the very personification of || content with it in that view, and I will give it all | 


rumor in the strictest sense; and when I trust a‘|) the protection that is proper and just. 
wire into the hands—not of an enemy, for Great |; — But what do we want with it as a Government? 


‘ 


jritain is not our enemy, but it is a country that || England says that if she wants to send messages | 
in war may become our enemy—when I trust it || which ameunt to £14,000 she will pay for them, | 
entirely under the control of a commercial rival, || and if she has not £14,000 worth of messages to | 


I will not let it be the medium of quarreling be- || send, sht is not to pay anything. That is her 
tween us, because they will have all the advant- || contract, as I understand. Where is there any 
ages in such a quarrel. Although we may be || probability of our using it, except in the case of 


, a . . | . < 
an anti-fighting people, we are a pro-quarreling || sending a message to our Ministers? and Ido not 
} 


people. It was just as much as we could do to |) suppose we shall send very often, for the reason 
keep the two nations at peace some time ago. My | given by the Senator from New Hampshire, 
honorable friend from Michigan [Mr. Cass] and |, (Mr. Hate,] thatif it is worth England’s know- 
Lord Clarendon kept up a good deal of contest, || ing, she will know it. If the message we send 
and with one of these wires Clarendon would | be valuable, she will know it. It is but very 
have had decidedly the advantage over him. || rarely that we have messages of any sort to send 


[Laughter.] Ihave no idea of trusting anything | to our Minister in England. Our people have, | 
of this kind to any one who can have an interest || and the people who want information by this | 


to use it either for commercial or war purposes | 
against us. I shall vote against the bill. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I cannot vote for the amend- || | oughtto pay forit. If the merchants of Boston, 
ment of my friend from Ohio, in the first place, |} New York, Charleston, and New Orleans, want 
because I have no faith in these treaties of neu- | 
tralization. The phraseology of his amendment || it. ‘They pay now for telegraphing from Halifax 
is obnoxious to me in proposing to neutralize | to New Orleans. Why should the Government 
Newfoundland the sanie as we did Central Amer- || pay for it for them? Why should the Govern- 
ica. That is a kind of neutralization I never did || ment pay for the transmission of this intelligence 
like, for it seems the British Government put their |, for the benefit of merchants and traders and man- 
own construction on it, and kept all the territory |; ufacturers and the people who want it? There 
they had before, and said the territory was only || is a good reason why England should pay for it. 
neutralized as to us, instead of their giving us || If we owned Ireland as she owns her possessions 
equal rights there. in North America, and we wanted to communi- 

I can see but one remedy for all the evils antici- || cate rapidly with it, this means might be neces- 
pated in time of war. If both ends of the wire || sary as a part of defense, in order to give orders 
are in the hands of the enemy, of course they will | for fleets. She not only owns Canada and Nova 
use it. I believe if we aoa thousand treaties || Scotia, but she has large possessions in the West 
with Great Britain, providing that they should || Indies, and everywhere else where she can put 


means will be able to pay for it. It may some- 





} 
i} 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


keep it neutral and give us equal advantages, they || her huge paw. ‘This line will not only be useful 
would devise means of knowing everything that || to her Government in war, but to her people, in 


we sent over the wire. I have no doubt on that | order to have this communication with her col- 
point,and I have but littke doubt on the other || onies. We have not the same use for it certainly, 
point, that the war would not exist long before || and in my judgment we have none at all as a Gov- 
we should have one end of the wire, if Great || ernment. Let the personsin commerce who use 
Britain had the other. My mode of neutralizing || it pay for it. Why do you wish to take money 
the country would be to take every inch of British | from the people of the United States in order to 
soil on this continent, and then Great Britain || pay the legitimate expense of a particular branch 
might keep the other end of the wire, and wecould |, of business? Are we never to stop this re 
talk to each other. You talk of civilization. The Senator fro 

I am willing to vote for this bill as a peace || New Hampshire ought to go to civilizing the 
measure; as a commercial measure—notasa war | masses of the laboring people, the mechanic and 
measure; and when war comes, let us rely on || the farmer, who are the most miserably duped, 
cur power and ability to take this end of the wire, | .Congr« ss-ridden wretches that the world ever 
and keep it. In that view of the case, 1 have no | saw. Money is voted out of their pockets here 


| 


trouble in voting for the bill as modified on the || daily, under the pretense of civilization and per- 


motion of the Senator from New York. o—_ peace! The idea that a thing which has 
Mr. TOOMBS. There are two views of this || been will not be again, is against Scripture. 
case which I think the Senate ought to consider, |! There will be war as long as men have their pres- 
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times be useful to me in my business; and if so,: 


: ° . . i 
to communicate with Liverpool, they can pay for 
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ent passions, and I think they are getting a great 
deal worse instead of better. The only security 
for peace is to be prepared for war Tf this prop- 
osition was to defend the country, and prepare it 
to fight, | would listen to it with patience, and 
give it my feeble aid; but whoever acts on the 
Utopian idea, that men are not going to war until 
the last day, is not fit for a statesman. Gentie- 
men may scoff at this. When Noah built the 
ark there were a great many scofiers, but the 
floods came. 

Now, I am perfectly willing to pay whatever 
is necessary for war purposes, though | am not 
popene to pay from the public Treasury of the 

Tnited States, money to benefit the business of 
any particular class of our people, because it 
violates a great rule. It is taking the money of 
the whole to benefit a particular set. Commerce 
can pay its own expenses. We already spend 
twenty or thirty millions a year out of the com- 
mon fund for the benefitof commerce. We have 
given it more advantage than any other branch 
of industry in our country. It seems to have 
been a pet from the beginning. All our legisla- 
tion benefits it. Now, they say it is very con- 
venient to have messages in half an hour across 
the Atlantic ocean — that it will facilitate trade. 
These are general expressions by which the 
public Treasury is to be filehed —by which the 
industry of the laboring man, who creates value, 
is to be transferred to the pockets of those who 
merely deal in values, 

I say in the first place, if we are going to make 
a bargain, let us make a good bargain, and pay 
no more than our share. In the next place, as a 
Government, we have no interest in this line; 
and let those who have an interest in it pay for 
it. As for its effect, in war, | repeat, it will be 

| of no advantage. I have no doubt the honor- 
able gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Douetas] has 
proposed a very excellent scheme for war, and I 
see but one difficulty in it—that is as to whether 
we shall be able to seize these possessions as the 
first step. We tried it twice, and it did not turn 
out well. We tried it in the Revolution, and in 
the last war with England, and we did not get 
much more of Canada, in the whole, than enough 
for honorable graves. We may, 1 hope, have 
|| better luck next time, but it is not worth while 
to think of that now. Of course I would take 
that, but | would go further than my friend from 
lilinois; I would take lreland too, and England 
to boot,as soon as L could get them. | pre ge | 
There is the difficulty. I would take them all i 
1 were able. The ability to take it is the diffi- 
culty with this broad extent of continent, which 
reaches from Newfoundland to Puget Sound. | 
presume there would be some difficulty in taking 
|| and also in holding on to these possessions. 

Mr. RUSK. lI confess | am somewhat sur- 
| prised at the opposition to this measure. A short 
time ago it was regarded as impracticable to lay 
down a line of telegraph—it is not absolutely 
certain yet that it will be successful—across the 
| ocean. At that time everybody supposed it would 

be a matter of vast importance, politically, so- 
cially, and commercially, to be able to trangmit 
ina few minutes the intelligence which we re- 
ceive from Europe which now requires from ten 
days to two weeks for its transmission. Some 
experiments have been made in laying down a 
telegraphic wire under the water, and it has been 
found to work well. Enterprising American eiti- 
zens started the idea for the purpose of shortening 
the time for the reception of various kinds of in- 
formation, political, social,and commercial, which 
is transmitted between this country and Kurope. 
| They made an experiment which convinced them 
|| that it was practicable to lay down a wire across 
thé ocean. They got together and raised the 
money that has been spent, and have gone on 
and astonished the public mind with the rapidity 
of their movements. These American citizens 
went and applied to the British Government for 
aid ia this business. The British Government 
| came forward at once and extended aid. 
Now, sir, the aid which is asked from the 
|| Government of the United States will place us 








|, precisely on an equal footing with England in 
this enterprise, which I regard as the great en- 
terprise of the age, This is not the orly sul- 

| marine telegraph that is going to be locard. ft 


| would be difficult for us now to tell wh» -e they 
i will not be put, The British Govermnest made 
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this proposition, and our own citizens come back and expect to have it down by the middle of 


and ask us to take an equal share in the experi- 
ment, and in the benefits and profits, if we make 
ita matter of dollars and cents. We first adopt 
an amendment that supposes the Btitish Govern- 


ment will seek to make an assault on our Treas- | 
ury by enlarging the terms of the contract; and | 
in the next place supposes that the President of 


the United States will become their aid in making 
an assault on the Treasury of the United States. 

The bill is assailed because this telegraph will 
be a powerful engine in time of war. I cannot 
see that. I confess it has not eccurred to me as 
being a matter of very great moment. 
is a precarious matter. I imagine a telegraphic 
eable which could be reached anywhere in a dis- 
tance of several thousand miles by a little Yan- 
kee cutter, and cut in two in an hour, would be 
a very unsafe thing for England to rely upon for 
defense in time of war, and it would be certainly 
rather a harmless means of warfare. 

The Senator from Georgia says, that the Gov- 
ernment has no interest in it. If we have no 
intercourse with foreign nations; if it is not a 
matter of importance for us to know anything of 
the political affairs of foreign countries, then we 
have no interest as a Government init. If it is 


not important for us, we have been pursuing a | 


foolish course, for we are spending a great sum 
of money in sustaining a large diplomatic corps 
at different places to obtain political information 
for the use of our Government. 


Then he says, it is of no service except to the | 
I confess, I have not | 
thought much on that view of the subject, for I | 
took it for granted that there would be no sort of | 


commercial community. 


difficulty in this appropriation; I did not think 
any objection would be raised to it. The advan- 
tages of this work will be mutual, and they must 
be mutual, between the United States and Great 
Britain, It is impossible for one nation at this 
age to get a great advantage over another in 
means of communication, because, when a com- 
munication is made, it will be open to the intelli- 
gence and enterprise and capital of all. If I were 
inquiring into the advantages to result from this 
measure, | should be at a loss to find an 


should be at a loss to find any portion of the 
community that would not more or less feel the 


benefit of a communication between this country | 


and Europe which would oceupy but a few mo- 
ments. If] were to select any particular section 
of the country that would be more benefited than 
another, 1 would select the very section from 


which the honorable Senator from Georgia and | 
We have very large commercial |! 


myself come, 
intercourse with the European Powers, especially 
with England. It is the general impression (and 


I think very well founded) of practical and expe- | 
rienced men, that rapid transportation of intelli- | 


gence in comme reial matters is of very great 
importance, Itis a saving of labor and a saving 
of capital. If you can transmit intelligence rap- 
idly, it puts all the advantages of a new state of 
the market at the disposition of all those whom 
it can reach. 


other thing into our commerce with the world? | 


Cotton, 
honorable Senator and myself come, exports 


upwards of $100,000,000 worth of cotton every | 


year, and [ do not know of any article of com- 
merce or production in regard to which rapid 
intelligence from the place of its consumption and 
the market where it is sold, is greater importance 
than to the cotton grower. 

If the amendment offered by the Senator from 
Ohio be adopted, it will be the defeat of the bill. 
In the first place, it will show that you look on 
the British Government and the aid which they 
have extended towards this line with jealousy, 
under the idea that they have some advantage of 
the United States. It will stop the operation of 
laying the wire. This company, I understand 
from good authority, expect to have the line down 
during the next summer. If the bill be amended 
sO as to require negotiation to take place—and I 
agree with the Senator from Georgia, that if ne- 
gotiation did take place, and we secured the neu- 
trality sought by the amendment, it would amount 
to nothing at all—then you give the monopoly 
of this whole matter to the British Government, 
or stop the work. If itis practicable to lay down 


I think it | 


‘The section of country from which the | 


next summer, they are not going to wait until a 
treaty shall be made in England and come back 
here and be ratified. ‘They will either abandon 
the project altogether, or go on with it without 
the aid of this Government, and then it will be 
a monopoly in the hands of the British Govern- 
ment, and it will be a matter of grace for us to 
get any communication at all, because they will 
have the preference over everybody and every- 
thing. They propose now to share equally with 
us its benefits. Why shall we refuse to do so? 
Under these circumstances I think the adoption of 
the amendment will operate as a defeat of the bill. 

Mr. HUNTER. If it be true that it is inev- 
itable that in time of war the British Government 
must possess the entire use of this telegraph, and 
that there are no means by which we can secure 
equally its advantages, then for one I am unwill- 
ing to vote the money of the United States to 
build up so powerful a means of offense for the 
use of that Government; that is to say, to build 
up a line which will give them such advantages 
over us in time of war. Nor do I think it is-fair 
that we should be called upon to contribute for 
that purpose. I am unwilling to trust, in such 
an event, to the security which is offered by the 
dreams of universal peace which the Senator from 
New York suggests. 1 am unwilling, in such an 
event, to trust to the contingencies of which my 
friend from Illinois speaks. It might be that we 








branch | 
of industry that would not be benefited by it. I) 


What enters more largely than any | 


} 


| 


should take ultimately possession of this end of 
the wire; but the task of taking possession of 


by rtason of the superior advantages whith we 
| had placed in the hands of the British Govern- 
|, ment in time of war. 

Nor do I think the security offered by the Sen- 
ator from Texas is sufficient. I do not believe 
that any Yankee schooner could go and draw up 
this telegraphic line miles down at the bottom of 

| the sea. It would be a difficult task for any ship 
'to do. If that cable were to part, and be lost 
| there, it would be difficult ever to recover it; and 
that is one of the very contingencies in regard to 
the expense which we should have to meet, and 
in which we might have been embarked if some 
limitation had not been put on the bill, as was 
very eens proposed by the Senator from New 
York. In placing that limitation on the bill, I 
| think IT was neither manifesting distrust of the 
|| British Government nor of the President of the 
| United States. Why, sir, if we are not to limit 
the appropriation, under the idea that to do so is 
|| expressing distrust of the President, we ought to 
have no specific appropriations at all, but vote 
|| money in the mass for the service of the various 
| branches of the Government. Ido not think it 
|| is manifesting any unreasonable distrust of the 
British Government. In matters of business we 
ought to act like men of business, and take all 
|| the securities and guarantees which are usual in 
|| such transactions. 
| I say, then, if those gentlemen are right, I am 
| 
' 





unwilling to contribute the money of the United 
States to build up a line which 1s to place such 
superior advantages in the hands of the British 
Government in time of war. Nor, as was well 
observed by the Senator from Georgia, do I see 
how we can well justify the appropriation of this 
money if it is to be no use to us in time of war. 
| It is pooceay on that ground that I can see any 
| justification for the appropriation. 

But, sir, 1 do not believe it would be imprac- 
ticable. I think it would be impracticable here 
all of a sudden to arrange the details by which 
it could be secured; but I do not believe it would 
le impracticable to secure by some treaty the 

| neutralization of this line, or at least its uses in 
| common to both parties. The policy of neutral- 
| izing the great routes of commerce has been con- 
sidered one of the improvements in the diplomacy 
of the present age. We know that the nations 
| ae Governments of the earth are engaged in 
ts work now. There is an earnest effort being 
made by European nations to neutralize the route 
of commerce across Egypt. The United States 
and Great Britain have already attempted it 
across Central America. 
| which in the progress of improvement, and of 
that 





York speaks, will increase instead of being 
diminished. If it be practicable to neutralize 


the line, and the parties have everything ready | and throw securities around these routes of com- 


It is a policy, I think,. 


ace of which the gentleman from New. 


that country would be made with more difficulty, | 
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_ not be possible to do the same thing 


| time to digest the details; time ought to be 
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merce which will enable nations to use them 
freely in time of war, | do not see why it might 
: oe in regard t 
these telegraphic communications. If they ee 


to be as gentlemen seem to anticipate—wor\q 
wide in their extension and in their uses—gomp. 
thing of this sort must be adopted in order t, 
make it safe for all the nations of the earth . 
contribute their share to them. , 

I believe then, sir, that it might be practicable 
to throw around it some such safeguard as the 
Senator from Ohio has suggested. His amend. 
ment was drawn hastily. There has not been 


given 


for it. , OT at 


I believe the idea is a valuable one 


least, if the purpose which he seeks cannot be 
| accomplished, we certainly ought not to vote for 


the bilf; because to do so would be to throw these 


advantages in the hands of the British Govern. 
ment. 

A word now in regard to the expediency of 
embarking the funds of the United States in the 


| enterprise at all. I am willing, if any compan 
| establishes it—and if it can be done ata reasonabla 
_ cost, I have no doubt some private company wil] 


establish it—that the Government of the United 
States, like any other customer, should pay for 


_the use of it, pay liberally — pay largely, if you 


choose to say so; but I do not think it is politic 
or wise to embark the funds of the United States 
in a common enterprise with a private company, 
for an undertaking of this character. I believe 
these things will be best done when they are left 
to individual enterprise; and it will be found that 
the safest and best way in which Governments 
can interfere will be merely to pay as any other 
customer—a little more liberally, a little more 


_largely, if you choose; but let us not identify our 


interests and our fortunes with a company of this 


character. 

For myself, I am far from thinking that the 
expenditure will be limited by what is proposed 
even in this bill. I like these amendments, be- 
cause they, at least, enable us to pause after so 


/much has been expended, if we choose. Sup- 
| pose this cable were to part in putting it down— 


a contingency by no means impossible or im- 


| probable—and we have to resort to the expense 


of making other cables, and we have to resort to 


all those experiments which may be necessary 
| in order to obtain some efficient line of commv- 
nication, it might cost a million of dollars. I do 
| not believe any man knows what it would cost. 


It is a mere experiment, and, therefore, to that 
extent, the amendment offered by the Senator 


| from New York is, in my opinion, very valuable; 


but, for one, | am unwilling to vote for the bill 


in this shape, and certainly unwilling to vote for 


it unless something like the safeguard which the 


| Senator from Ohio proposes can be thrown 


it to-day. 


around it. 

Mr. TOUCEY. Mr. President, I wish to say 
a few words only, at this time, in regard to this 
bill. I hope the question will not be taken upon 
I think it needs another provision 


_ which is altogether more important than the one 


under consideration —I mean a provision by 
which the citizens of the United States shall be 
placed, in regard to this communication, upon a 
footing of perfect equality with British subjects. 
There is nothing of that kind in the bill. I think 
the present occasion is a fit gne to make that 
provision. What would be the condition of the 
people of the United States if this telegraph com- 


| munication were entirely in the hands of the 
| British Government, or of British subjects, with 





information ten days in advance of that which 


| may be possessed by any citizen of this country? 


We should be in the hands of speculators; the 
whole cotton crop of the country might be pur- 
chased up in advance of intelligence that could 


_arrive by any other mode of communication. 


There is no provision against that in this bill. 
I hope the bill will not pass until we, at least, 
have that security which the amount to be ex- 
pended under its provisions justifies, for the equal 
ere of the advantage® of communication 
by the citizens of this country. 

With regard to the advantage in time of war, 
it does not strike me as being of any great in\- 
portance. There may be important communica- 
tions to be made in time of war. I cannot very 
well conceive of any that would be of any imme- 
diate and pressing importance; yet such occasions 
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ht arise. As toany stipulation that might be | 
Ms, which should be regarded by the two Gov- 
eee in time of war, certainly none would 
he of importance unless in the form of a treat 


providing for that contingency. How far it 


id be 
youlc ‘ ; 
: ve disposed to disregard it, | confess I am not 


able to discover. I rely rather on the power of | 
the Government in time of war to protect its 
interests, than en any treaty stipulations. 1 
woul@be the power to destroy this communica- 
tion, provided they were to interrupt it with this | 
country, for no one can suppose that this tele- 
graphic line will terminate at that point. It will 
be continued into our own country by land, and 
if that should be interrupted in time of war, I 
would interrupt the communication from one side 
of the Atlantic to the other. “a 

| look upon it as a measure of very great im- 
portance to this country—vastly more so than to 
Great Britain. We are dependent upon the 
foreign market, and we have an immeasurably 
oreater interest in the foreign market than Great 
Pritain or her subjects have in the markets of 
the United States. This submarine telegraphic 
communication would be immeasurably more 
important to the people of this country than to 
the people of any Other country. In time of 
peace, provided it be open to us, and secure to 
us, | regard it in every point of view as of the 
«ery highest Importance. 

As to the constitutional power, it is only car- 
rying a mail under water. It is doing what we 
do now by the lines of steamships that are pass- 
ing between this continent and the other. It is 
only carrying out that series of measures to make 
communications from one continent to the other. 
[tis a legitimate object in my judgment. 

Then with regard to the amendment of my 
friend from Ohio, I would leave that matter to a 
treaty; I would not undertake to provide for it in 
this bill—a bill to which the British Government 
isnotaparty. I certainly would not withhold the 
appropriation until the executive department had 
negotiated atreaty with Great Britain. I would, 
in time of peace, avail myself of the full benefits of 
this communication, and trust to the contingen- | 
cies of war. I would pay this money in pursu- 
ance of the bill, under the restrictions contained 
in it, as long as the communication was kept 
open, provided the citizens of this country were 
laced on an equality with the subjects of Great | 
Britain. I hope, however, that the measure will 
not be passed at this time, because I think the 
bill is not so framed as to secure an important 
public object in the mode in which I think it 
ought to be secured before the bill is passed. 

Mr. SEWARD. Allow me to suggest to the 
honorable Senator from Connecticut, for his con- 
sideration, that this bill provides that the tariff 
of tolls for the use of this telegraphic wire shail 
be established by the joint agreement of the Uni- 
ted States and Great Britain. No message can 
be transported by the company unless they are 
paid for it, because it co8ts something. If there 
/@ any inequality in such a contract, this Gov- 
ernment need not agree to establish any rate. I 
only throw this out for the purpose of showing 
the honorable Senator this feature of the bill, so 
that I hopeghe may be induced to-morrow to 
withdraw his objection to it. 

Mr. TOUCEY. I thought that stipulation 
referred only to thé messages of the two Govern- | 
ments. 

Mr. SEWARD. 
tariff for everybody. 

Mr. TOUCEY. There is nothing like that in 
the bill. 

Mr. SEWARD. It is in the contract. 

Mr. TOUCEY. Is the contract here? 

Mr. SEWARD. The contract accompanies 
the bill, and has been read. 

Mr. TOUCEY. I think the bill does not pro- 
vide for this point; I have examined it critically 
with that view. I would make this payment con- | 
Ungent on carrying into execution the principle 
of equality between the citizens of the two coun- 
‘ries, so that it should be the duty of this Gov- | 
ernment to suspend the payment the moment 
there should be any violation of that equality. 

Mr. SEWARD. 
Senator this provision. 


‘ind provided, That the tariff of prices for the use of such | 
submarine communication by the public’ — 


No; it refers to the whole 


I will show the honorable || 


**shall be fixed by the Secretary of the Treasury of the 


effectual then, if either Government || the Governments on each side. 


| 


} 


There || the contract; but the bill, according to the con- 


} 
| 


| 


| district in 


| of a private citizen. 


| made unless equality be observed in regard to | 


| the construction of a penitentiary in the Terri- 


es 


that is the whole world— 


United States, and the Government of Great Britain or its 
authorized agent.”’ 


Mr. TOUCEY. 


} 


‘“The public”’ there means | 


a SEWARD. Oh, no, the contract includes | 
a ' 


Mr. TOUCEY. It is some time since I read | 


struction I put on it, does not extend to the case 


Mr. STUART. Oh, yes. 

Mr. TOUCEY. Ithink not. If it be there, | 
my object is to look at it, but I think it does not 
reach the point. There should be an explicit | 
provision in the bill, that no payment shall be | 


the citizens of the two countries, as well as in 
regard to the Governments of the two countries. 
But, sir, [ suggest that by general consent this 
bili be postponed until to-morrow morning, and | 
made the special order for half past twelve o’clock. | 
I make that motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 


HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 


The following House bills were severally read | 
twice by their titles, and referred as indicated 


below: 
A bill (No. 415) to make an appropriation for 
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tory of Nebraska—to the Committee on Terri- 
torles. 

A bill (No. 212) to establish an additional land 
the Territory of Nebraska—to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

A bill (No. 2) for the completion of military 
roads in Oregon Territory—to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

A bill (No. 422) providing for the construction 
of a military road between Fort Steilacoom and 

jillingham Bay, in the Territory of Washing- 
ton—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

A bill (No. 428) making appropriations for the 


| bridging of streams and opening of roads in Min- 


nesota Territory—to the Committee on Territo- 
ries. 

A bill (No. 624) for extending the land laws 
east of the Cascade Mountains, in Oregon and 
Washington Territories—to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 


NAVAL DEPOT AT BRUNSWICK. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill (H. R. No. 301) authorizing the establish- 


| ment of a Navy depot on Blythe Island, at Bruns- 


wick, on the coast of Georgia, and for other pur- 


| poses; the pending question being on the motion 


of Mr. Mattory to recommit the bill to the Com- 


| mittee on Naval Affairs. 


Mr. BIGGS. It was not my intention yester- 


| day, nor is it my intention now, to detain the 


Senate longer than a few minutes in stating the 


| reason why I shall vote for the motion of the 


| honorable Senator from 


Florida. I yesterday 
stated that in my opinion the proper -'te fora 


| naval depot on the southern coast should be in- 


| from the heads of bureaus, mac 


vestigated by the Naval Committee. Notwith- 
standing the report to which A paperaay anette 


the propriety of establishing any new naval depot, 


the inclination of my mind is adverse to their | 


report. Lincline to the opinion that we ought 
to have some naval depot between the Chesa- 


| peake and Pensacola, a very extensive line of 


\| coast. It may be that we have already too many | 


| at other points, not proper for the location of 


| in North Carolina to which I made allusion yes- | 
terday. * Before | proceed with a few remarks— | 


naval depots. e|| 


My purpose merely was to.call the attention 


|| of the committee to the consideration of a point 


| and they shall be very brief, indeed —on that 


| capacity of Beaufort, North Carolina, so far as | 
|| the depth of water is concerned. 


| 


point, I desire to correct an error that I made, o 
the reporter made, yesterday, in regard to th 


I-am reported 
as saying: 
“ Itis equal in capacity to the other points which have 


been discussed by the Senators from Georgia and the Sen- 
ator from South Carolina.” 


e in 1854, against | 


| 


| 


| 


a of the coast not far from 





t 


| 





| 
| 
| 
| 
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the mean depth of water falls one foot below 
either of those points; and I wish to correct that 
atonce. His report was made in 1854, and under 
the most unfavorable circumstances, so far as the 
depth of wa@@® on the bar was concerned, as [ 
am informed by those best acquainted with the 
location. 

There are other considerations connected with 
this point—and the reason I vote for the commit- 
ment of the bill is.that they may be examined-- 
which do not apply at all to the other two points 
which have been discussed at great length in the 
Senate. The depth of water is an important 
consideration it is true; but it is edesities on all 
hands, as I remarked yesterday, that neither 
Brunswick nor Port Royal has sufficient depth of 
water to admit vessels of the largest class; nor 
has Beaufort, in North Carolina. There is very 
little difference in the depth of water at the three 
points at mean low tide. Lieutenant Maffitt says, 
in his report in regard to Beaufort, North Caro- 
lina: 

** The normal depth of water on the bar [ have assumed 
as sixteen feet at mean low water, which at high water 
will allow sloops of war and second class steamers to enter 
without difficulty, while brigs and schooners and third class 
steamers could come in at any stage of the tide.” 

sut that is not the only consideration, it seems 
to me, which ought to influence a determination 
as to the proper point. It is in regard to some 


| considerations that apply especially to Beaufort, 


North Carolina, and not to other/points, that I 
have claimed the attention of the Senate. LT al- 
luded yesterday to the fact which I wish now to 
press, that the bar at Beaufort is of sufficient 
capacity to admit, in all probability, all vessels 
which could be admitted at the other points. 
We have the advantage of fortifications now 
there, erected by the Federal Government, and 
which completely command the entrance to the 
harbor. 

Allusion has been made to the connection be- 
tween Brunswick and Pensacola. Why, sir, if 
Senators will examine the map, they will see 
that so far as communication between our naval 
depots is concerned, Beaufort, in North Carolina, 
has the advantage of interior water navigation 
from that point to Norfolk, in Virginia. At this 


day, I believe it is considered a matter of vast 
| importance that we should have asupply of what 
| is deemed indispensable to a naval depot—coal. 


Here [ may remark, that only this morning, in 
conversation with the Superintendent of the Coast 
Survey, who purposes in the spring to send out 
an expedition for the purpose of surveying a 
Jeaufort, I 
earned that the giteat difficulty he has is in re- 
gard to getting themecessary coal for the purpose 
of carrying on his expeditions. This point prom- 


ises a supply of that indispensable article, for the 
| reason that we are now constructing a railroad 
_ that will tap the coal-fields, which are inexhaust- 


ible if my information is correct, in the State of 
North Carolina, containing the very best coal. 

So far as supplies of materials are concerned, 
the interior navigation from Beaufort, North 
Carolina, opens a wide field of the most extensive 
forests of oak, of juniper, of cypress, of live-oak, 
and all the necessary timber used in ship-building. 
So far as health is concerned, it is unsurpassed. 

Now I will close what I have to say (my 
purpose being merely to make suggestions) by 
reading three or four extracts from Lieutenant 
Maffitt’s report in reference to the harbor of 

Jeaufort, North Carolina: 

“The anchqrage from abreast of Fort Macon wharf to a 
point a mile and three quarters westward, is sate, and 
completely protected from all winds.’’ 

Of the depth of water, he says: 

‘* From the best evidence which could be obtained, botl 
positive and traditionary, [ have concluded that the normal 
depth upon the bar at mean low water is sixteen leet.” 

Then, as to the eligibility of some site near to 
the bar for a naval depot, he states that— 

‘The marsh land traversed by Fishing creek’’— 
which is just south of Fort Macon— 


‘* bordering upon the Government property, has deep water 
along its margin, On Which wharves could be built at small 
expense. ‘There are several good localities adjacent to 
Shepperd’s Point for wharves, which would not involve 
extraordinary outlay.”’ 


Shepperd’s Point is the site that has been de- 
termined on as the terminusof the railroad. Then, 


When the Senate adjourned yesterday, I was || again, in regard to materials, Lieutenant Maffitt 


ieutenant Maflitt on this subject, showing that || 


about to read extracts from a report made by || says: 


“The facilities are great for inland navigation with 
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Pamlico, by means of Core Sound, and also with the rich 
country of Cusiow by the way of Bogue Sound, the navi- | 


gation of which could be improved without very great ex 
penditures of Means 5 
shipped bere 
Chatham county, live-oak from Cuslogpand white-oak 
and other tunber from the adjacent counffy. It is certain 
that encouragement and increased facilities would very 
#oon roake this an important southern port. The salubrity 


of the place is such as to render it a rendezvous during | 


the summer months.’’ 


lt seems to me, with all due deference to the 
opinions of others, that this matter ought to be 
investigated more carefully,as I understand that 
the appropriation of $200,000 proposed here, is 
but the commencement of appropriations neces- 
sary to establish a naval depot. If I understand 
the honorable chairman of the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, he spoke of what was necessary 
as being several millions of dollars. If we have 


these advantages at this particular locality, which | 


are matters of considerable importance, they 
ouch? to be investigated and examined into before 
we determine upon any location fora naval depot. 


Although it has been sffegested, thatthe distance | 


from Norfolk ts 400 short, yet if rentlemen will 
examiné the map they will see that the position 
of Beaufort, North Carolina, is in the line of 
vessels after they double the capes of Florida in 
going to the north. But if, after examination, it 
is ascertained by those who are competent to de- 
termine the question, that this is not the best 
location, Lam prepared to yield and vote for some 
location between these points, for | think it is in- 
dispensable that we should have a naval depot 
somewhere between the Chesapeake bay and Pen- 
sacola,. 

Mr. EVANS. I desire to say something, but 
very little, on this subject. 

Mr. BUTLER. My colleague will allow me 
to make an explanation. Ll wish the reporters to 
put it correctly in to-morrow’s papers, and | have 
no doubt they took me as I spoke. I am repre- 
sented as guilty of the geographical extravagance 
of saying that the Savannah river rose in the 
Rocky Mountains. I wish it put “the Blue 
Ridge.’ 

Mr. EVANS. I have no doubt myself, and it 
seems to me to be the general opinion, that there 


is a necessity and propriety in having a naval || 


depot somewhere upon the southern coast; and 


Iam ready to vote for the establishment of it at | 
any place that shall turn out, upon examination, | 


to be the most eligible. We should be cautious 


in acting on this subject, lest we do mischief. | 


Yesterday the case of the naval construction 
depot, or whatever it was, at Memphis, was re- 
marked upon. True, we spent some seven or 
eiglit oaliaed thousand dollags, and then finding 
the work wholly unproductive, and the location 
wholly unfit for the purpose, we agreed to give 
it to the city of Memphis. 
to take it even as a present, and came here the 
next year and asked Congress to receive it back 
again, although it had been given to them and 
they had paid nothing for it. I mention this fact 


only to show that we should not act without full | 


information. 

Now, sir, have we the information which will 
enable us to act sensibly and discreetly on this 
matter? About twenty years ago a survey was 
made of all the southern ports, and those who 


made it came to the conclusion that Brunswick | 
was the most eligible situation, because it had | 


eighteen feet of water, while Port Royal had only 
seventeen feet. ' 
Licutenaut Maffitt, in which he sayg, in regard 
to Port Royal entrance: 

* Through the southeast or coast-survey channel there 


is a depth of twenty feet at mean low water, with an aver- 
age width of three fourths of a mile.” 


Until very recently, the existence of this chan- 
nel was not known. At the time the former sur- 


vey was made, other channels were known, which | 
those commissioners represented as having but 


seventeen feet of water, while those who have 


made the coast survey now say there are nine- | 
teen feet of water on both the others, and twenty 


feet in the southeastern channel. 


I mention these facts to show that we are not | 


now in the full possession of information. I have 
before me another letter speaking of Port Royal, 
in which it is said: 


“The commercial facilities of this harbor are unrivaled, 


and their dévelopment will be fully established by the prog- 
ress of thy coast survey.” 


naval stores in abundance could be | 
coul and copper obtained by railroad from | 


The city did not wish | 


L hold in my hand a letter from | 
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According to the developments now before the 
Senate, Port Royal has from two to three feet 
greater depth of water than Brunswick. If that 
be the fact, the depot ought to be there, because 
| it is manifest froth the map that, as soon as you 
get over the entrance at Port Royal, there are 
from twenty-five to twenty-six, and in some 
places thirty-three feet of water; and that not in 
one place merely, butin a dozen places. If gen- 
tlemen will take the trouble to look at the map 
before me, here is the entrance, (pointing it out.) 
| When you get up into Broad river there are 
twenty-eight, tweuty-five, thirty-three, forty- 
two, and even thirty-six feet quite up to as safe 
a place at which to construct this naval depot as 
can exist anvwhere. Here at a lower point is 
Hilton Head, up to which, from the entrance, 
|| there are at least thirty feet. It is very manifest, 
therefore, that according to the information be- 
fore the Senate, if we erect this naval depot at 
Brunswick, we shall erect it where, according to 


less than at Port Royal. That is another con- 
sideration, and it is manifest that Port Royal has 
the superiority in this respect. 


‘| Royal in anything? As I understand, the coun- 
try immediately in the rear of Bruinswick is a 
barren, sandy country; in the rear of Port Royal 
is one of the wealthiest and richest parts in the 
State of South Carolina. According to the census, 
more rice and potatoes are raised in the Beaufort 


| district than in any other district of South Caro- | 


| lina; and a very large portion of sea-island cotton 
| is raised in the immediate vicinity of Port Royal 
river. As to the facilities of supplying it with 
the necessary provisions, Port Royal has the 
decided advantage over Brunswick. 

Next, in relation to the facilities of getting 


timber, on which Senators have laid a great deal | 
| of stress: everybody who knows anything of the | 
locality of that country, knows that from Charles- | 
|| ton to St. Mary’s, and even to Florida, the whole | 


coast is lined with a succession of islands, and 


|| grows on these islands is live oak; and wherever 
| the lands have not been cleared and reduced to 
cultivation, the whole forest is live oak. I will 
not undertake to say that that may not be the 
case with islands off the coast of Georgia, near 
Brunswick. I think it likely that it is so; but 


ated is this: that at Brunswick you are conve- 
nient to the public forests in East Florida! I 
believe I may say, and it will hardly be disputed 
| by the Senators from Georgia, that the public 
| forest is something like the public purse—it is 


; “ 7? 
though the United States had a great deal of 


timber there at one time, I doubt very much 


place of transportation to build a single ‘* seventy- 
| four;’’ while upon the private lands on the islands 
the timber has been left untouched. 

Then, as far as timber conveniences are con- 


least equal to Brunswick. 


beyond Brunswick is, no doubt, finely timbered 
y } 


'| with pine; but the region which is accessible to 





it may be cut down now in the immediate vicin- 
ity) as any other region. If any gentleman who 
desires the information will trouble himself to 
look for it, he will find that into the inland com- 
munication which lies between the islands and 
the main land, the Edisto river enters, two hun- 
dred miles long, extending far into the country, 
| Mto the finest pine forests in the world—or at 
|| least there are none better—with streams running 
into it at right angles in all directions; and all 
| these streams navigable from their heads into the 
river. I have no hesitation in saying that in the 
country which is-accessible to Port Royal, not 

) railroad, but by water navigation, there is 

ore timber now than will be used by the United 
States ee for one hundred years to come. 

|| Brunswick has no advantage in that respect. 

As to salubrity of climate, [ suspect there is 
very little difference. I know that one of the 
places which I have mentioned, Hilton Head, 
where an old friend of mine lives, is a region re- 
sorted to for health. There is another in the 

| same vicinity, called Bluffton, resorted to for 
(| health. I have never been exactly in that region 


| 
j 


j 
' 


| present information, the advantages are much || 


|| Now, bas Brunswick a superiority over Port | 


| that by far the larger portion of timber which | 


among the advantages which have been enumer- | 


|| considered fair plunder for everybody; and al- | 
| 

|| wheter they could get enough convenient to any | 
cerned, there is no question that Port Royal is at | 
The back country | 


Port Royal is as well timbered (though more of | 
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| of country, but I have met these people at their 
court-house, and there is not a finer looking oe 
ulation, or a more intelligent one, on the fa 
the earth, that I have ever seen than the 
take it for granted, therefore, that it is a health 
region, though I do not pretend to say it is More 
healthy than the country about Brunswick - 
cause lines no information which would lead 
to any such conclusion. . 
Then, Mr. President, in all the essentials w 
should be taken into consideration in Makin 
this selection, Port Royal is equal to Bruyswick 
| except in one, and in that she is superior, She 
_ has three feet greater depth of water. It seems 
to me, if we are to make a selection now, it should 
not be Brunswick, or the little island there, whieh 
I — is owned by a company of speculators: 
for | @nderstand Brunswick is a sort of joint 
stock concern—not that the members of Congress 
have anything to do with it, but there are persons 
about here who have. 

Mr. TOOMBS. That is true, I believe; but 
Port Royal was never worth owning by any- 
body. : 
|| Mr. EVANS. 


face of 


yare, | 


hich 


It is owned by the riches 
people in the southern country. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I believe it is true that Bruns. 
wick has been a speculation as to the roads and 
| improvements there; but my colleagye, who has 
| more information on the point than myself, has 
_ stated that Blythe Island is owned by fifteen of 

sixteen people. J believe the location where the 

gentleman from South Carolina would have ys 

go, has never attracted a speculator—not even q 

congressional speculator—to take stock. [Laugh- 
|) ter. . 

Mr. BUTLER. For a very good reason—g 
dishonest speculator would have no ciance among 
| those gentlemen. Why, sir, they are gentlemen 

of landed interest by hereditary possession; and 
have been there, they and their ancestors, from 
the settlement of the country, owning lands and 
negroes. 
ir. EVANS. I desire to add only a word to 
what I have already said. The island upon which 
it is proposed to erect this naval depot in the 
ntiationt 100d of Brunswick, is owned by some 
ten or fifteen persons. It is wholly valueless 
for any other purpose. This bill appropriates 
$200,000 to buy the site and construct this depot. 
We all know that this is but an entering eas: 
and instead of $200,000 it is to cost most likely 
$1,000,000. That affair at Memphis, I think, 
cost $800,000. Gentlemen tell me that an appro- 
riation of $50,000 was made to build a custom- 
Gade at Boston, and it has cost $1,000,000. The 
same thing pretty much has been done in Charles- 
ton. 

Mr. HALE. The inclination of my mind is 
to vote for this bill; but I wish to throw out one 
or two considerations for its friends. In the first 
place, if this be part of a system recommended 
by the Secretary of the Navy, for increasing the 
Navy, I am opposed to it.” I think our naval 
expenses are quite enough, being $14,000,000 a 
year; and I have no doubt that two or three of 
our navy-yards ought to be abandoned. There 
is as much propricty in having a navy-yard at 
Chicago or Milwaukie, or any other town in the 
interior of the country that you caff name, as at 
the city of Washington. That ought to be aban- 
doned without doubt, whether this be established 
ornot. Thenas to the navy-yard at Philadel- 
yhia, you might just as well have one at the 
Vhite Mountains. It takes a season to get a 
ship up tlrere with steam tugs. This ought to be 
| abandoned; but I am pretty mach of the opinion 

that we shall never abandon any of them. 

| believe we did abandon the Memphis yard. But 
| Lam not disposed to make that a part of the con- 
| dition on which I shall vote for this bill. I hope, 
|| however, to see the navy-yards at Washington 
| and Philadelphia abandoned, though I have very 
|| little confidence that it will be done. , 

There is one consideration which I think the 

friends of the bill should look to. I am not will- 
ing to throw myself, without any restriction, into 
| the hands of those who own this land quite so 
.| broadly and unguardedly as this bill does, for It 
‘ he 
i} authorizes the Secretary of the Navy to buy t 
site without specifying how little or how much 
\| . 
| he shall pay, and appropriates $200,000 to do it. 
Is there any security that the whole $200,000 will 
\, not be paid for the site? There is no question 
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